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Article 1
[Establishme t of the U io ; Scope of I dustrial Property] *)

(1) The c untries t which this C nventi n applies c nsti*
tute a Uni n f r the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty.

(2) The pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty has as its  bject
patents, utility m dels, industrial designs, trademarks, service
marks, trade names, indicati ns  f s urce  r appellati ns  f
 rigin, and the repressi n  f unfair c mpetiti n.

(3) Industrial pr perty shall be underst  d in the br adest
sense and shall apply n t  nly t industry and c mmerce
pr per, but likewise t agricultural and extractive industries
and t all manufactured  r natural pr ducts, f r example,
wines, grain, t bacc leaf, fruit, cattle, minerals, mineral
waters, beer, fl wers, and fl ur.

(4) Patents shall include the vari us kinds  f industrial
patents rec gnized by the laws  f the c untries  f the Uni n,
such as patents  f imp rtati n, patents  f impr vement, pat*
ents and certificates  f additi n, etc.

Article 2
[Natio al Treatme t for Natio als of Cou tries of the U io ]

(1) Nati nals  f any c untry  f the Uni n shall, as regards
the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty, enj y in all the  ther
c untries  f the Uni n the advantages that their respective
laws n w grant,  r may hereafter grant, t nati nals; all with*
 ut prejudice t the rights specially pr vided f r by this C n*
venti n. C nsequently, they shall have the same pr tecti n
as the latter, and the same legal remedy against any infringe*
ment  f their rights, pr vided that the c nditi ns and f r
malities imp sed up n nati nals are c mplied with.

(2) H wever, n requirement as t d micile  r establish
ment in the c untry where pr tecti n is claimed may be

1) Articles hive bee give title* to facilitate their ide tificatio .
There are  o titles i the sig ed (Fre ch) text.
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imp sed up n nati nals  f c untries  f the Uni n f r the
enj yment  f any industrial pr perty rights.

(3) The pr visi ns  f the laws  f each  f the c untries
 f the Uni n relating t judicial and administrative pr cedure
and t jurisdicti n, and t the designati n  f an address f r
service  r the app intment  f an agent, which may be re*
quired by the laws  n industrial pr perty are expressly
reserved.

Article 3
[Same Treatme t for Certai Categories of Perso s as for Natio als

of Cou tries of the U io ]

Nati nals  f c untries  utside the Uni n wh are d mi*
ciled  r wh have real and effective industrial  r c mmercial
establishments in the territ ry  f  ne  f the c untries  f the
Uni n shall be treated in the same manner as nati nals  f the
c untries  f the Uni n.

Article 4
[A to I. Patents, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks, Inventors* Cer
tificates: Right of Priority. G. Patents: Divisio of the Applicatio ]

A. (1) Any pers n wh has duly filed an applicati n
f r a patent,  r f r the registrati n  f a utility m del,  r  f
an industrial design,  r  f a trademark, in  ne  f the c un*
tries  f the Uni n,  r his success r in title, shall enj y, f r
the purp se  f filing in the  ther c untries, a right  f pri rity
during the peri ds hereinafter fixed.

(2) Any filing that is equivalent t a regular nati nal
filing under the d mestic legislati n  f any c untry  f the
Uni n  r under bilateral  r multilateral treaties c ncluded
between c untries  f the Uni n shall be rec gnized as giving
rise t the right  f pri rity.

(3) By a regular nati nal filing is meant any filing that
is adequate t establish the date  n which the applicati n
was filed in the c untry c ncerned, whatever may be the sub*
sequent fate  f the applicati n.
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B. C nsequently, any subsequent filing in any  f the
 ther c untries  f the Uni n bef re the expirati n  f the
peri ds referred t ab ve shall n t be invalidated by reas n
 f any acts acc mplished in the interval, in particular, an ther
filing, the publicati n  r expl itati n  f the inventi n, the
putting  n sale  f c pies  f the design,  r the use  f the
mark, and such acts cann t give rise t any third-party right
 r any right  f pers nal p ssessi n. Rights acquired by third
parties bef re the date  f the first applicati n that serves as
the basis f r the right  f pri rity are reserved in acc rdance
with the d mestic legislati n  f each c untry  f the Uni n

C. (1) The peri ds  f pri rity referred t ab ve shall
be twelve m nths f r patents and utility m dels, and six
m nths f r industrial designs and trademarks.

(2) These peri ds shall start fr m the date  f filing  f
the first applicati n; the day  f filing shall n t be included
in the peri d.

(3) If the last day  f the peri d is an  fficial h liday,  r
a day when the Office is n t  pen f r the filing  f applica
ti ns in the c untry where pr tecti n is claimed, the peri d
shall be extended until the first f ll wing w rking day.

(4) A subsequent applicati n c ncerning the same sub
ject as a previ us first applicati n within the meaning  f
paragraph (2), ab ve, filed in the same c untry  f the Uni n,
shall be c nsidered as the first applicati n,  f which the filing
date shall be the starting p int  f the peri d  f pri rity, if,
at the time  f filing the subsequent applicati n, the said
previ us applicati n has been withdrawn, aband ned,  r re
fused, with ut having been laid  pen t public inspecti n and
with ut leaving any rights  utstanding, and if it has n t yet
served as a basis f r claiming a right  f pri rity. The previ us
applicati n may n t thereafter serve as a basis f r claiming
a right  f pri rity.
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D. (1) Any pers n desiring t take advantage  f the
pri rity  f a previ us filing shall be required t make a
declarati n indicating the date  f such filing and the c untry
in which it was made. Each c untry shall determine the latest
date  n which such declarati n must be made.

(2) These particulars shall be menti ned in the publica*
li ns issued by the c mpetent auth rity, and in particular in
the patents and the specificati ns relating theret .

(3) The c untries  f the Uni n may require any pers n
making a declarati n  f pri rity t pr duce a c py  f the
applicati n (descripti n, drawings, etc.) previ usly filed. The
c py, certified as c rrect by the auth rity which received
such applicati n, shall n t require any authenticati n, and
may in any case be filed, with ut fee, at any time within
three m nths  f the filing  f the subsequent applicati n. They
may require it t be acc mpanied by a certificate fr m the
same auth rity sh wing the date  f filing, and by a trans
lati n.

(4) N  ther f rmalities may be required f r the declara
ti n  f pri rity at the time  f filing the applicati n. Each
c untry  f the Uni n shall determine the c nsequences  f
failure t c mply with the f rmalities prescribed by this
Article, but such c nsequences shall in n case g bey nd
the l ss  f the right  f pri rity.

(5) Subsequently, further pr  f may be required.
Any pers n wh avails himself  f the pri rity  f a previ us

applicati n shall be required t specify the number  f that
applicati n; this number shall be published as pr vided f r
by paragraph (2), ab ve.

E. (1) Where an industrial design is filed in a c un
try by virtue  f a right  f pri rity based  n the filing  f a
utility m del, the peri d  f pri rity shall be the same as that
fixed f r industrial designs
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(2) Furtherm re, it is permissible t file a utility m del
in a c untry by virtue  f a right  f pri rity baaed  n the
filing  f a patent applicati n, and vice versa.

F. N c untry  f the Uni n may refuse a pri rity  r
a patent applicati n  n the gr und that the applicant claims
multiple pri rities, even if they  riginate in different c un
tries,  r  n the gr und that an applicati n claiming  ne  r
m re pri rities c ntains  ne  r m re elements that were n t
included in the applicati n  r applicati ns wh se pri rity is
claimed, pr vided that, in b th cases, there is unity  f inven
ti n within the meaning  f the law  f the c untry.

With respect t the elements n t included in the applica
ti n  r applicati ns wh se pri rity is claimed, the filing  f
the subsequent applicati n shall give rise t a right  f pri rity
under  rdinary c nditi ns.

G. (1) If the examinati n reveals that an applicati n
f r a patent c ntains m re than  ne inventi n, the applicant
may divide the applicati n int a certain number  f divisi nal
applicati ns and preserve as the date  f each the date  f the
initial applicati n and the benefit  f the right  f pri rity,
if any.

(2) The applicant may als ,  n his  wn initiative, divide
a patent applicati n and preserve as the date  f each di
visi nal applicati n the date  f the initial applicati n and- the
benefit  f the right  f pri rity, if any. Each c untry  f the
Uni n shall have the right t determine the c nditi ns under
which such divisi n shall be auth rized.

H. Pri rity may n t be refused  n the gr und that
certain elements  f the inventi n f r which pri rity is claimed
d n t appear am ng the claims f rmulated in the applicati n
in the c untry  f  rigin, pr vided that the applicati n d cu
ments as a wh le specifically discl se such elements.
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1. (1) Applicati ns f r invent rs certificates filed in a
c untry in which applicants have the right t apply at their
 wn  pti n either f r a patent  r f r an invent r s certificate
shall give rise t the right  f pri rity pr vided f r by this
Article, under the same c nditi ns and with the same effects
as applicati ns f r patents.

(2) In a c untry in which applicants have the right t 
apply at their  wn  pti n either f r a patent  r f r an inven
t r s certificate, an applicant f r an invent r s certificate shall,
in acc rdance with the pr visi ns  f this Article relating t 
patent applicati ns, enj y a right  f pri rity based  n an ap-
plicati n f r a patent, a utility m del,  r an invent r s certi
ficate.

Article 4bi
[Pate ts.* I depe de ce of Pate ts Obtai ed for the Same I ve tio 

i Differe t Cou tries]

(1) Patents applied f r in the vari us c untries  f the
Uni n by nati nals  f c untries  f the Uni n shall be inde
pendent  f patents  btained f r the same inventi n in  ther
c untries, whether members  f the Uni n  r n t.

(2) The f reg ing pr visi n is t be underst  d in an
unrestricted sense, in particular, in the sense that patents
applied f r during the peri d  f pri rity are independent,
b th as regards the gr unds f r nullity and f rfeiture, and
as regards their n rmal durati n.

(3) The pr visi n shall apply t all patents existing at
the time when it c mes int effect.

(4) Similarly, it shall apply, in the case  f the accessi n
 f new c untries, t patents in existence  n either side at
the time  f accessi n.

(5) Patents  btained with the benefit  f pri rity shall,
in the vari us c untries  f the Uni n, have a durati n equal
t that which they w uld have, had they been applied f r
 r granted with ut the benefit  f pri rity.
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Article I1 1
[Patents: Me tio of the I ve tor i the Pate t]

The invent r shall have the right t be menti ned as
such in the patent.

Article 4’u”er
[Pate ts: Pate tability i Case of Restrictio s of Sale by Law]

The grant  f a patent shall n t be refused and a patent
shall n t be invalidated  n the gr und that the sale  f the
patented pr duct  r  f a pr duct  btained by means  f a
patented pr cess is subject t restricti ns  r limitati ns result
ing fr m the d mestic law.

Article 5
[A.Pate ts. Importatio of Articles; Failure to Work or I sufficie t
Worki g; Compulsory Lice ses. B. Industrial Designs: Failure to
Work; Importatio of Articles. C. Marks: Failure to Use; Differe t
Forms; Use by Co-proprietors. D. Patents, Utility Models, Marks,

Industrial Designs: Marki g]

A. (1) Imp rtati n by the patentee int the c untry
where the patent has been granted  f articles manufactured
in any  f the c untries  f the Uni n shall n t entail f rfeiture
 f the patent.

(2) Each c untry  f the Uni n shall have the right t 
take legislative measures pr viding f r the grant  f c m
puls ry licenses t prevent the abuses which might result
fr m the exercise  f the exclusive rights c nferred by the
patent, f r example, failure t w rk.

(3) F rfeiture  f the patent shall n t be pr vided f r
except in cases where the grant  f c mpuls ry licenses w uld
n t have been sufficient t prevent the said abuses. N pr 
ceedings f r the f rfeiture  r rev cati n  f a patent may be
instituted bef re the expirati n  f tw years fr m the grant
 f the first c mpuls ry license.

(4) A c mpuls ry license may n t be applied f r  n the
gr und  f failure t w rk  r insufficient w rking bef re the
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expirati n  f a peri d  f f ur years fr m the date  f filing
 f the patent applicati n  r three years fr m the date  f the
grant  f the patent, whichever peri d expires last; it shall be
refused if the patentee justifies his inacti n by legitimate
reas ns. Such a c mpuls ry license shall be n n-exclusive and
shall n t be transferable, even in the f rm  f the grant  f a
sub-license, except with that part  f the enterprise  r g  d
will which expl its such license.

(5) The f reg ing pr visi ns shall be applicable, mutatis
mutandis, t utility m dels.

B. The pr tecti n  f industrial designs shall n t, under
any circumstance, be subject t any f rfeiture, either by
reas n  f failure t w rk  r by reas n  f the imp rtati n
 f articles c rresp nding t th se which are pr tected.

C. (1) If, in any c untry, use  f the registered mark
is c mpuls ry, the registrati n may be cancelled  nly after
a reas nable peri d, and then  nly if the pers n c ncerned
d es n t justify his inacti n.

(2) Use  f a trademark by the pr priet r in a f rm dif
fering in elements which d n t alter the distinctive character
 f the mark in the f rm in which it was registered in  ne  f
the c untries  f the Uni n shall n t entail invalidati n  f the
registrati n and shall n t diminish the pr tecti n granted t 
the mark.

(3) C ncurrent use  f the same mark  n identical  r
similar g  ds by industrial  r c mmercial establishments c n
sidered as c -pr priet rs  f the mark acc rding t the pr 
visi ns  f the d mestic law  f the c untry where pr tecti n
is claimed shall n t prevent registrati n  r diminish in any
way the pr tecti n granted t the said mark in any c untry
 f the Uni n, pr vided that such use d es n t result in mis
leading the public and is n t c ntrary t the public interest
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D. N indicati n  r menti n  f the patent,  f the
utility m del,  f the registrati n  f the trademark,  r  f the
dep sit  f the industrial design, shall be required up n the
g  ds as a c nditi n  f rec gniti n  f the right t pr tecti n.

Article 5bu
[All Industrial Property Rights: Period of Grace for the Payme t of Feel

for the Mai te a ce of Rights; Patents: Restoratio ]

(1) A peri d  f grace  f n t less than six m nths shall be
all wed f r the payment  f the fees prescribed f r the main
tenance  f industrial pr perty rights, subject, if the d mestic
legislati n s pr vides, t the payment  f a surcharge.

(2) The c untries  f the Uni n shall have the right t 
pr vide f r the rest rati n  f patents which have lapsed by
reas n  f n n-payment  f fees.

Article 5Ur
[Pate ts.* Pate ted Device* Formi g Part of Veaaela, Aircraft, or

La d Vehicles]

In any c untry  f the Uni n the f ll wing shall n t be
c nsidered as infringements  f the rights  f a patentee:

1. the use  n b ard vessels  f  ther c untries  f the Uni n
 f devices f rming the subject  f his patent in the b dy
 f the vessel, in the machinery, tackle, gear and  ther
access ries, when such vessels temp rarily  r accidentally
enter the waters  f the said c untry, pr vided that such
devices are used there exclusively f r the needs  f the
vessel;

2. the use  f devices f rming the subject  f the patent in
the c nstructi n  r  perati n  f aircraft  r land vehicles
 f  ther c untries  f the Uni n,  r  f access ries  f such
aircraft  r land vehicles, when th se aircraft  r land
vehicles temp rarily  r accidentally enter the said
c untry.
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Article 5’ ,er
[Patents: Importatio of Products Ma ufactured by a Process Pate ted

i the Importi g Cou try]

When a pr duct is imp rted int a c untry  f the Uni n
where there exists a patent pr tecting a pr cess  f manu*
facture  f the said pr duct, the patentee shall have all the
rights, with regard t the imp rted pr duct, that are acc rded
t him by the legislati n  f the c untry  f imp rtati n,  n
the basis  f the pr cess patent, with respect t pr ducts
manufactured in that c untry.

Article 5'»uin’uie
[Industrial Designs]

Industrial designs shall be pr tected in all the c untries
 f the Uni n.

Article 6
[Marks: Co ditio s of Registratio ; I depe de ce of Protectio of Same

Mark i Differe t Cou tries]

(1) The c nditi ns f r the filing and registrati n  f
trademarks shall be determined in each c untry  f the Uni n
by its d mestic legislati n.

(2) H wever, an applicati n f r the registrati n  f a mark
filed by a nati nal  f a c untry  f the Uni n in any c untry
 f the Uni n may n t be refused, n r may a registrati n be
invalidated,  n the gr und that filing, registrati n,  r renewal,
has n t been effected in the c untry  f  rigin.

(3) A mark duly registered in a c untry  f the Uni n
shall be regarded as independent  f marks registered in the
 ther c untries  f the Uni n, including the c untry  f  rigin.

Article 6bu
[Marks: Well-K ow Marks]

(1) The c untries  f the Uni n undertake, ex  ffici if
their legislati n s permits,  r at the request  f an interested
party, t refuse  r t cancel the registrati n, and t pr hibit
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the use,  f a trademark which c nstitutes a repr ducti n, an
imitati n,  r a translati n, liable t create c nfusi n,  f a
mark c nsidered by the c mpetent auth rity  f the c untry
 f registrati n  r use t be well kn wn in that c untry as
being already the mark  f a pers n entitled t the benefits
 f this C nventi n and used f r identical  r similar g  ds.
These pr visi ns shall als apply when the essential part  f
the mark c nstitutes a repr ducti n  f any such well-kn wn
mark  r an imitati n liable t create c nfusi n therewith.

(2) A peri d  f at least five years fr m the date  f regis
trati n shall be all wed f r requesting the cancellati n  f
such a mark. The c untries  f the Uni n may pr vide f r a
peri d within which the pr hibiti n  f use must be requested.

(3) N time limit shall be fixed f r requesting the cancel
lati n  r the pr hibiti n  f the use  f marks registered  r
used in bad faith.

Article 6le,r
[Markt: Prohibitio s co cer i g State Emblems, Official Hallmarks,

a d Emblems of I tergover me tal Orga izatio s]

(1) (a The c untries  f the Uni n agree t refuse  r t 
invalidate the registrati n, and t pr hibit by appr priate
measures the use, with ut auth rizati n by the c mpetent
auth rities, either as trademarks  r as elements  f trade
marks,  f arm rial bearings, flags, and  ther State emblems,
 f the c untries  f the Uni n,  fficial signs and hallmarks
indicating c ntr l and warranty ad pted by them, and any
imitati n fr m a heraldic p int  f view.

(b The pr visi ns  f subparagraph (a , ab ve, shall apply
equally t arm rial bearings, flags,  ther emblems, abbrevia*
li ns, and names,  f internati nal interg vernmental  rganiza
ti ns  f which  ne  r m re c untries  f the Uni n are mem
bers, with the excepti n  f arm rial bearings, flags,  ther
emblems, abbreviati ns, and names, that are already the
subject  f internati nal agreements in f rce, intended t 
ensure their pr tecti n

16

­

­

­

­
­



           
         
           
          

            
         
             

         
       

           
             
         

          
         

          
           

         
         
         
        
         
          

         
           
        

       
    

         
          
       
       
         

    

           
        

(c N c untry  f the Uni n shall be required t apply
the pr visi ns  f subparagraph (b , ab ve, t the prejudice
 f the  wners  f rights acquired in g  d faith bef re the
entry int f rce, in that c untry,  f this C nventi n. The
c untries  f the Uni n shall n t be required t apply the said
pr visi ns when the use  r registrati n referred t in sub
paragraph (a , ab ve, is n t  f such a nature as t suggest t 
the public that a c nnecti n exists between the  rganizati n
c ncerned and the arm rial bearings, flags, emblems, abbrevi
ati ns, and names,  r if such use  r registrati n is pr bably
n t  f such a nature as t mislead the public as t the ex
istence  f a c nnecti n between the user and the  rganizati n.

(2) Pr hibiti n  f the use  f  fficial signs and hallmarks
indicating c ntr l and warranty shall apply s lely in cases
where the marks in which they are inc rp rated are intended
t be used  n g  ds  f the same  r a similar kind.

(3) (a F r the applicati n  f these pr visi ns, the c un
tries  f the Uni n agree t c mmunicate recipr cally, thr ugh
the intermediary  f the Internati nal Bureau, the list  f
State emblems, and  fficial signs and hallmarks indicating
c ntr l and warranty, which they desire,  r may hereafter
desire, t place wh lly  r within certain limits under the
pr tecti n  f this Article, and all subsequent m dificati ns  f
such list. Each c untry  f the Uni n shall in due c urse
make available t the public the lists s c mmunicated.

Nevertheless such c mmunicati n is n t  bligat ry in
respect  f flags  f States.

(b The pr visi ns  f subparagraph (b  f paragraph (1)
 f this Article shall apply  nly t such arm rial bearings,
flags,  ther emblems, abbreviati ns, and names,  f interna
ti nal interg vernmental  rganizati ns as the latter have c m
municated t the c untries  f the Uni n thr ugh the inter
mediary  f the Internati nal Bureau.

(4) Any c untry  f the Uni n may, within a peri d  f
twelve m nths fr m the receipt  f the n tificati n, transmit
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its  bjecti ns, if any, thr ugh the intermediary  f the Inter*
nati nal Bureau, t the c untry  r internati nal interg vern*
mental  rganizati n c ncerned.

(5) In the case  f State flags, the measures prescribed by
paragraph (1), ab ve, shall apply s lely t marks registered
after N vember 6, 1925.

(6) In the case  f State emblems  ther than flags, and  f
 fficial signs and hallmarks  f the c untries  f the Uni n,
and in the case  f arm rial bearings, flags,  ther emblems,
abbreviati ns, and names,  f internati nal interg vernmental
 rganizati ns, these pr visi ns shall apply  nly t marks
registered m re than tw m nths after receipt  f the c m
municati n pr vided f r in paragraph (3), ab ve.

(7) In cases  f bad faith, the c untries shall have the
right t cancel even th se marks inc rp rating State emblems,
signs, and hallmarks, which were registered bef re N vem
ber 6, 1925.

(8) Nati nals  f any c untry wh are auth rized t make
use  f the State emblems, signs, and hallmarks,  f their c un
try may use them even if they are similar t th se  f an ther
c untry.

(9) The c untries  f the Uni n undertake t pr hibit the
unauth rized use in trade  f the State arm rial bearings  f
the  ther c untries  f the Uni n, when the use is  f such a
nature as t be misleading as t the  rigin  f the g  ds.

(10) The ab ve pr visi ns shall n t prevent the c untries
fr m exercising the right given in paragraph (3)  f Article
gquinquie., Secti n B, t refuse  r t invalidate the registrati n
 f marks inc rp rating, with ut auth rizati n, arm rial bear
ings, flags,  ther State emblems,  r  fficial signs and hall
marks ad pted by a c untry  f the Uni n, as well as the
distinctive signs  f internati nal interg vernmental  rganiza
ti ns referred t in paragraph (1), ab ve.
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Article 6**u-,er
[Marks: Assig me t of Marks]

(1) When, in acc rdance with the law  f a c untry  f the
Uni n, the assignment  f a mark is valid  nly if it takes place
at the same time as the transfer  f the business  r g  dwill
t which the mark bel ngs, it shall suffice f r the rec gniti n
 f such validity that the p rti n  f the business  r g  dwill
l cated in that c untry be transferred t the assignee, t gether
with the exclusive right t manufacture in the said c untry,
 r t sell therein, the g  ds bearing the mark assigned.

(2) The f reg ing pr visi n d es n t imp se up n the
c untries  f the Uni n any  bligati n t regard as valid the
assignment  f any mark the use  f which by the assignee
w uld, in fact, be  f such a nature as t mislead the public,
particularly as regards the  rigin, nature,  r essential quali
ties,  f the g  ds t which the mark is applied.

Article 6quinquies
[Marks: Protection ofMarks Registered in One Country of the Union

in the Other Countries of the Union]

A. (1) Every trademark duly registered in the country oforigin shall be
accepted for filing and protected as is in the other countries ofthe Union, subject to the
reservations indicated in this Article. Such countries may, before proceeding to final
registration, require the production ofa certificate ofregistration in the country oforigin,
issued by the competent authority. No authentication shall be required for this certificate.

(2) The country oforigin shall be considered the country of the Union where the
applicant has a real and effective industrial or commercial establishment, or, if he has no such
establishment within the Union, the country ofthe Union where he has his domicile, or, if he
has no domicile within the Union but is a national of a country of the Union, the country of
which he is a national.
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B. Trademarks c vered by this Article may be neither
denied registrati n n r invalidated except in the f ll wing
cases:

1. when they are  f such a nature as t infringe rights
acquired by third parties in the c untry where pr tec
ti n is claimed;

2. when they are dev id  f any distinctive character,  r
c nsist exclusively  f signs  r indicati ns which may
serve, in trade, t designate the kind, quality, quantity,
intended purp se, value, place  f  rigin,  f the g  ds,
 r the time  f pr ducti n,  r have bec me cust mary in
the current language  r in the b na fide and established
practices  f the trade  f the c untry where pr tecti n
is claimed;

3. when they are c ntrary t m rality  r public  rder and,
in particular,  f such a nature as t deceive the public.
It is underst  d that a mark may n t be c nsidered c n
trary t public  rder f r the s le reas n that it d es n t
c nf rm t a pr visi n  f the legislati n  n marks, ex
cept if such pr visi n itself relates t public  rder.

This pr visi n is subject, h wever, t the applicati n  f
Article 10bu.

C. (l) In determining whether a mark is eligible f r
pr tecti n, all the factual circumstances must be taken int 
c nsiderati n, particularly the length  f time the mark has
been in use.

(2) N trademark shall be refused in the  ther c untries
 f the Uni n f r the s le reas n that it differs fr m the mark
pr tected in the c untry  f  rigin  nly in respect  f elements
that d n t alter its distinctive character and d n t affect
its identity in the f rm in which it has been registered in the
said c untry  f  rigin.
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D. N pers n may benefit fr m the pr visi ns  f this
Article if the mark f r which he claims pr tecti n is n t
registered in the c untry  f  rigin.

E. H wever, in n case shall the renewal  f the regis
trati n  f the mark in the c untry  f  rigin inv lve an  bliga
ti n t renew the registrati n in the  ther c untries  f the
Uni n in which the mark has been registered.

F. The benefit  f pri rity shall remain unaffected f r
applicati ns f r the registrati n  f marks filed within the
peri d fixed by Article 4, even if registrati n in the c untry
 f  rigin is effected after the expirati n  f such peri d.

Article 6,exiei
[Marks: Service Merks]

The c untries  f the Uni n undertake t pr tect service
marks. They shall n t be required t pr vide f r the registra
ti n  f such marks.

Article 6'e« ie*
[Marks: Registratio i the Name of the Age t or Represe tative of the

Proprietor Without the Latter's Authorizatio ]

(1) If the agent  r representative  f the pers n wh is
the pr priet r  f a mark in  ne  f the c untries  f the Uni n
applies, with ut such pr priet r s auth rizati n, f r the regis
trati n  f the mark in his  wn name, in  ne  r m re c un
tries  f the Uni n, the pr priet r shall be entitled t  pp se
the registrati n applied f r  r demand its cancellati n  r, if
the law  f the c untry s all ws, the assignment in his fav r
 f the said registrati n, unless such agent  r representative
justifies his acti n.

(2) The pr priet r  f the mark shall, subject t the pr 
visi ns  f paragraph (1), ab ve, be entitled t  pp se the
use  f his mark by his agent  r representative if he has n t
auth rized such use.

(3) D mestic legislati n may pr vide an equitable time
limit within which the pr priet r  f a mark must exercise
the rights pr vided f r in this Article.
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Article 7 
[Marks: Nature of the Goods to which the Mark is Applied] 

The nature  f the g  ds t  which a trademark is t  be 
applied shall in n  case f rm an  bstacle t  the registrati n 
 f the mark. 

Article 7bu 
[Marks: Collective Marks] 

(1) The c untries  f the Uni n undertake t  accept f r 
filing and t  pr tect c llective marks bel nging t  ass cia* 
ti ns the existence  f which is n t c ntrary t  the law  f the 
c untry  f  rigin, even if such ass ciati ns d  n t p ssess an 
industrial  r c mmercial establishment. 

(2) Each c untry shall be the judge  f the particular 
c nditi ns under which a c llective mark shall be pr tected 
and may refuse pr tecti n if the mark is c ntrary t  the 
public interest. 

(3) Nevertheless, the pr tecti n  f these marks shall n t 
be refused t  any ass ciati n the existence  f which is n t 
c ntrary t  the law  f the c untry  f  rigin,  n the gr und 
that such ass ciati n is n t established in the c untry where 
pr tecti n is s ught  r is n t c nstituted acc rding t  the 
law  f the latter c untry. 

Article 8 
[Trade Names] 

A trade name shall be pr tected in all the c untries  f 
the Uni n with ut the  bligati n  f filing  r registrati n, 
whether  r n t it f rms part  f a trademark. 

Article 9 
[Marks, Trade Names: Seizure, o  Importatio , etc., of Goods U lawfully 

Beari g a Mark or Trade Name] 

(1) All g  ds unlawfully bearing a trademark  r trade 
name shall be seized  n imp rtati n int  th se c untries  f 
the Uni n where such mark  r trade name is entitled t  legal 
pr tecti n. 
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(2) Seizure shall likewise be effected in the c untry where
the unlawful affixati n  ccurred  r in the c untry int which
the g  ds were imp rted.

(3) Seizure shall take place at the request  f the public
pr secut r,  r any  ther c mpetent auth rity,  r any inter*
ested party, whether a natural pers n  r a legal entity, in
c nf rmity with the d mestic legislati n  f each c untry.

(4) The auth rities shall n t be b und t effect seizure
 f g  ds in transit.

(5) If the legislati n  f a c untry d es n t permit seizure
 n imp rtati n, seizure shall be replaced by pr hibiti n  f
imp rtati n  r by seizure inside the c untry.

(6) If the legislati n  f a c untry permits neither seizure
 n imp rtati n n r pr hibiti n  f imp rtati n n r seizure
inside the c untry, then, until such time as the legislati n is
m dified acc rdingly, these measures shall be replaced by the
acti ns and remedies available in such cases t nati nals
under the law  f such c untry.

Article 10
[false Indications: Seizure, ou Importatio , etc., of Goode Beari g False

I dicatio s as to their Source or the Ide tity of the Producer]

(1) The pr visi ns  f the preceding Article shall apply
in cases  f direct  r indirect use  f a false indicati n  f the
s urce  f the g  ds  r the identity  f the pr ducer, manu
facturer,  r merchant.

(2) Any pr ducer, manufacturer,  r merchant, whether a
natural pers n  r a legal entity, engaged in the pr ducti n
 r manufacture  f  r trade in such g  ds and established
either in the l cality falsely indicated as the s urce,  r in the
regi n where such l cality is situated,  r in the c untry
falsely indicated,  r in the c untry where the false indicati n
 f s urce is used, shall in any case be deemed an interested
party.
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Article 10bi
[Unfair Competition]

(1) The c untries  f the Uni n are b und t assure t 
nati nals  f such c untries effective pr tecti n against unfair
c mpetiti n.

(2) Any act  f c mpetiti n c ntrary t h nest practices
in industrial  r c mmercial matters c nstitutes an act  f un
fair c mpetiti n.

(3) The f ll wing in particular shall be pr hibited:

1. all acts  f such a nature as t create c nfusi n by any
means whatever with the establishment, the g  ds,  r the
industrial  r c mmercial activities,  f a c mpetit r;

2. false allegati ns in the c urse  f trade  f such a nature
as t discredit the establishment, the g  ds,  r the indus
trial  r c mmercial activities,  f a c mpetit r;

3. indicati ns  r allegati ns the use  f which in the c urse
 f trade is liable t mislead the public as t the nature,
the manufacturing pr cess, the characteristics, the suit
ability f r their purp se,  r the quantity,  f the g  ds.

Article 10,et
[Marks, Trade Names, False Indications, Unfair Competition: Remedies.

Right to Sue]

(1) The c untries  f the Uni n undertake t assure t 
nati nals  f the  ther c untries  f the Uni n appr priate
legal remedies effectively t repress all the acts referred t 
in Articles 9, 10, and 10bi*.

(2) They undertake, further, t pr vide measures t per
mit federati ns and ass ciati ns representing interested in
dustrialists, pr ducers,  r merchants, pr vided that the exist
ence  f such federati ns and ass ciati ns is n t c ntrary t 
the laws  f their c untries, t take acti n in the c urts  r
bef re the administrative auth rities, with a view t the
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repressi n  f the acts referred t in Articles 9, 10, and 10bi',
in s far as the law  f the c untry in which pr tecti n is
claimed all ws such acti n by federati ns and ass ciati ns  f
that c untry.

Article 11
[Inventions, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks: Temporary

Protectio at Certai I ter atio al Exhibitio s]

(1) The c untries  f the Uni n shall, in c nf rmity with
their d mestic legislati n, grant temp rary pr tecti n t 
patentable inventi ns, utility m dels, industrial designs, and
trademarks, in respect  f g  ds exhibited at  fficial  r  ffi
cially rec gnized internati nal exhibiti ns held in the terri
t ry  f any  f them.

(2) Such temp rary pr tecti n shall n t extend the peri
 ds pr vided by Article 4. If, later, the right  f pri rity is
inv ked, the auth rities  f any c untry may pr vide that the
peri d shall start fr m the date  f intr ducti n  f the g  ds
int the exhibiti n.

(3) Each c untry may require, as pr  f  f the identity  f
the article exhibited and  f the date  f its intr ducti n, such
d cumentary evidence as it c nsiders necessary.

Article 12
[Special Natio al I dustrial Property Services]

(1) Each c untry  f the Uni n undertakes t establish a
special industrial pr perty service and a central  ffice f r
the c mmunicati n t the public  f patents, utility m dels,
industrial designs, and trademarks.

(2) This service shall publish an  fficial peri dical j urnal.
It shall publish regularly:

(a the names  f the pr priet rs  f patents granted, with a
brief designati n  f the inventi ns patented;

(b the repr ducti ns  f registered trademarks.
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Article 13
(Assembly of the U io ]

(1) (a The Uni n shall have an Assembly c nsisting  f
th se c untries  f the Uni n which are b und by Articles 13
t 17.

(b The G vernment  f each c untry shall be represented
by  ne delegate, wh may be assisted by alternate delegates,
advis rs, and experts.

(c The expenses  f each delegati n shall be b rne by the
G vernment which has app inted it.

(2) (a The Assembly shall:
(i) deal with all matters c ncerning the maintenance and

devel pment  f the Uni n and the implementati n  f
this C nventi n;

(ii) give directi ns c ncerning the preparati n f r c nfer
ences  f revisi n t the Internati nal Bureau  f Intel
lectual Pr perty (hereinafter designated as the Inter
nati nal Bureau ) referred t in the C nventi n estab
lishing the W rld Intellectual Pr perty Organizati n
(hereinafter designated as the Organizati n ), due
acc unt being taken  f any c mments made by th se
c untries  f the Uni n which are n t b und by Articles
13 t 17;

(iii) review and appr ve the rep rts and activities  f the
Direct r General  f the Organizati n c ncerning the
Uni n, and give him all necessary instructi ns c ncerning
matters within the c mpetence  f the Uni n;

(iv) elect the members  f the Executive C mmittee  f the
Assembly;

(v) review and appr ve the rep rts and activities  f its
Executive C mmittee, and give instructi ns t such C m
mittee;

(vi) determine the pr gram and ad pt the biennial budget
 f the Uni n, and appr ve its final acc unts;

(vii) ad pt the financial regulati ns  f the Uni n;
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(viii) establish such c mmittees  f experts and w rking gr ups
as it deems appr priate t achieve the  bjectives  f the
Uni n;

(ix) determine which c untries n t members  f the Uni n
and which interg vernmental and internati nal n n
g vernmental  rganizati ns shall be admitted t its meet
ings as  bservers;

(x) ad pt amendments t Articles 13 t 17;
(xi) take any  ther appr priate acti n designed t further

the  bjectives  f the Uni n;
(xii) perf rm such  ther functi ns as are appr priate under

this C nventi n;
(xiii) subject t its acceptance, exercise such rights as are given

t it in the C nventi n establishing the Organizati n.
(h With respect t matters which are  f interest als t 

 ther Uni ns administered by the Organizati n, the Assembly
shall make its decisi ns after having heard the advice  f the
C  rdinati n C mmittee  f the Organizati n.

(3) (a Subject t the pr visi ns  f subparagraph (b , a
delegate may represent  ne c untry  nly.

(b C untries  f the Uni n gr uped under the terms  f a
special agreement in a c mm n  ffice p ssessing f r each  f
them the character  f a special nati nal service  f industrial
pr perty as referred t in Article 12 may be j intly represented
during discussi ns by  ne  f their number.

(4) (a Each c untry member  f the Assembly shall have
 ne v te.

(b One-half  f the c untries members  f the Assembly
shall c nstitute a qu rum.

(c N twithstanding the pr visi ns  f subparagraph (b ,
if, in any sessi n, the number  f c untries represented is less
than  ne-half but equal t  r m re than  ne-third  f the c un
tries members  f the Assembly, the Assembly may make deci
si ns but, with the excepti n  f decisi ns c ncerning its  wn
pr cedure, all such decisi ns shall take effect  nly if the c n
diti n* set f rth hereinafter are fufilled. The Internati nal
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Bureau shall c mmunicate the said decisi ns t the c untries
members  f the Assembly which were n t represented and shall
invite them t express in writing their v te  r abstenti n within
a peri d  f three m nths fr m the date  f the c mmunicati n.
If, at the expirati n  f this peri d, the number  f c untries
having thus expressed their v te  r abstenti n attains the
number  f c untries which was lacking f r attaining the qu 
rum in the sessi n itself, such decisi ns shall take effect pr 
vided that at the same time the required maj rity still  btains.

(d Subject t the pr visi ns  f Article 17(2), the decisi ns
 f the Assembly shall require tw -thirds  f the v tes cast.

(e Abstenti ns shall n t be c nsidered as v tes.

(5) (a Subject t the pr visi ns  f subparagraph (b , a
delegate may v te in the name  f  ne c untry  nly.

(b The c untries  f the Uni n referred t in paragraph
(3 (b shall, as a general rule, endeav r t send their  wn
delegati ns t the sessi ns  f the Assembly. If, h wever, f r
excepti nal reas ns, any such c untry cann t send its  wn
delegati n, it may give t the delegati n  f an ther such c un
try the p wer t v te in its name, pr vided that each delega
ti n may v te by pr xy f r  ne c untry  nly. Such p wer t 
v te shall be granted in a d cument signed by the Head  f
State  r the c mpetent Minister.

(6) C untries  f the Uni n n t members  f the Assembly
shall be admitted t the meetings  f the latter as  bservers.

(7) (a The Assembly shall meet  nce in every sec nd
calendar year in  rdinary sessi n up n c nv cati n by the
Direct r General and, in the absence  f excepti nal circum
stances, during the same peri d and at the same place as the
General Assembly  f the Organizati n.

(b The Assembly shall meet in extra rdinary sessi n up n
c nv cati n by the Direct r General, at the request  f the
Executive C mmittee  r at the request  f  ne-f urth  f the
c untries members  f the Assembly.

(8) The Assembly shall ad pt its  wn rules  f pr cedure.
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Article 14
[Executive Committee]

(1) The Assembly shall have an Executive C mmittee.

(2) (a The Executive C mmittee shall c nsist  f c untries
elected by the Assembly fr m am ng c untries members  f
the Assembly. Furtherm re, the c untry  n wh se territ rv
the Organizati n has its headquarters shall, subject t the pr 
visi ns  f Article 16(7)fb^, have an ex  ffici seat  n the
C mmittee.

(b The G vernment  f each c untry member  f the Execu
tive C mmittee shall be represented by  ne delegate, wh may
be assisted by alternate delegates, advis rs, and experts.

(c The expenses  f each delegati n shall be b rne by the
G vernment which has app inted it.

(3) The number  f c untries members  f the Executive
C mmittee shall c rresp nd t  ne-f urth  f the number  f
c untries members  f the Assembly. In establishing the num
ber  f seats t be filled, remainders after divisi n by f ur shall
be disregarded.

(4) In electing the members  f the Executive C mmittee,
the Assembly shall have due regard t an equitable ge graphi
cal distributi n and t the need f r c untries party t the
Special Agreements established in relati n with the Uni n t 
be am ng the c untries c nstituting the Executive C mmittee.

(5) (a Each member  f the Executive C mmittee shall
serve fr m the cl se  f the sessi n  f the Assembly which
elected it t the cl se  f the next  rdinary sessi n  f the
Assembly.

(b Members  f the Executive C mmittee maybe re-elected,
but  nly up t a maximum  f tw -thirds  f such members.

(c The Assembly shall establish the details  f the rules
g verning the electi n and p ssible re-electi n  f the members
 f the Executive C mmittee.

(6) (a The Executive C mmittee shall:
(i) prepare the draft agenda  f the Assembly;
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(ii) submit pr p sals t  the Assembly in respect  f the draft 
pr gram and biennial budget  f the Uni n prepared by 
the Direct r General; 

(iii) [deleted] 

(iv) submit, with appr priate c mments, t  the Assembly 
the peri dical rep rts  f the Direct r General and the 
yearly audit rep rts  n the acc unts; 

(v) take all necessary measures t  ensure the executi n  f 
the pr gram  f the Uni n by the Direct r General, in 
acc rdance with the decisi ns  f the Assembly and 
having regard t  circumstances arising between tw  
 rdinary sessi ns  f the Assembly; 

(vi) perf rm such  ther functi ns as are all cated t  it under 
this C nventi n. 

(b  With respect t  matters which are  f interest als  t  
 ther Uni ns administered by the Organizati n, the Executive 
C mmittee shall make its decisi ns after having heard the 
advice  f the C  rdinati n C mmittee  f the Organizati n. 

(7) (a  The Executive C mmittee shall meet  nce a year 
in  rdinary sessi n up n c nv cati n by the Direct r General, 
preferably during the same peri d and at the same place as 
the C  rdinati n C mmittee  f the Organizati n. 

(b  The Executive C mmittee shall meet in extra rdinary 
sessi n up n c nv cati n by the Direct r General, either  n 
his  wn initiative,  r at the request  f its Chairman  r  ne* 
f urth  f its members. 

(8) (a  Each c untry member  f the Executive C mmittee 
shall have  ne v te. 

(b  One*half  f the members  f the Executive C mmittee 
shall c nstitute a qu rum. 

(c  Decisi ns shall be made by a simple maj rity  f the 
v tes cast. 

(d  Abstenti ns shall n t be c nsidered as v tes. 

30 



           
  

          
        

         
 

 
 

        
         

           
         
      

        
        

          
         

       
       

          
        

        
        
          
        
      

        

        
         
     

        
         

 

(e A delegate may represent, and v te in the name  f,
 ne c untry  nly.

(9) C untries  f the Uni n n t members  f the Executive
C mmittee shall be admitted t its meetings as  bservers.

(10) The Executive C mmittee shall ad pt its  wn rules
 f pr cedure.

Article 15
[I ter atio al Bureau]

(1) (a Administrative tasks c ncerning the Uni n shall
be perf rmed by the Internati nal Bureau, which is a c n
tinuati n  f the Bureau  f the Uni n united with the Bureau
 f the Uni n established by the Internati nal C nventi n f r
the Pr tecti n  f Literary and Artistic W rks.

(b In particular, the Internati nal Bureau shall pr vide
the secretariat  f the vari us  rgans  f the Uni n.

(c The Direct r General  f the Organizati n shall be the
chief executive  f the Uni n and shall represent the Uni n.

(2) The Internati nal Bureau shall assemble and publish
inf rmati n c ncerning the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty.
Each c untry  f the Uni n shall pr mptly c mmunicate t the
Internati nal Bureau all new laws and  fficial texts c ncern
ing the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty. Furtherm re, it
shall furnish the Internati nal Bureau with all the publica
ti ns  f its industrial pr perty service  f direct c ncern t 
the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty which the Internati nal
Bureau may find useful in its w rk.

(3) The Internati nal Bureau shall publish a m nthly peri
 dical.

(4) The Internati nal Bureau shall,  n request, furnish
any c untry  f the Uni n with inf rmati n  n matters c n
cerning the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty.

(5) The Internati nal Bureau shall c nduct studies, and
shall pr vide services, designed t facilitate the pr tecti n  f
industrial pr perty.
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(6) The Direct r General and any staff member designated
by him shall participate, with ut the right t v te, in all meet
ings  f the Assembly, the Executive C mmittee, and any  ther
c mmittee  f experts  r w rking gr up. The Direct r General,
 r a staff member designated by him, shall be ex  ffici secre
tary  f these b dies.

(7) (a The Internati nal Bureau shall, in acc rdance with
the directi ns  f the Assembly and in c  perati n with the
Executive C mmittee, make the preparati ns f r the c nfer
ences  f revisi n  f the pr visi ns  f the C nventi n  ther
than Articles 13 t 17.

(b The Internati nal Bureau may c nsult with inter
g vernmental and internati nal n n-g vernmental  rganiza­
ti ns c ncerning preparati ns f r c nferences  f revisi n.

(c The Direct r General and pers ns designated by him
shall take part, with ut the right t v te, in the discussi ns at
these c nferences.

(8) The Internati nal Bureau shall carry  ut any  ther
tasks assigned t it.

Article 16
[Fi a cee]

(1) (a The Uni n shall have a budget.
(b The budget  f the Uni n shall include the inc me and

expenses pr per t the Uni n, its c ntributi n t the budget
 f expenses c mm n t the Uni ns, and, where applicable, the
sum made available t the budget  f the C nference  f the
Organizati n.

(c Expenses n t attributable exclusively t the Uni n but
als t  ne  r m re  ther Uni ns administered by the Organ
izati n shall be c nsidered as expenses c mm n t the Uni ns.
The share  f the Uni n in such c mm n expenses shall be in
pr p rti n t the interest the Uni n has in them.

(2) The budget  f the Uni n shall be established with due
regard t the requirements  f c  rdinati n with the budgets
 f the  ther Uni ns administered by the Organizati n.
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(3) The budget  f the Uni n shall be financed fr m the
f ll wing s urces:

(i) c ntributi ns  f the c untries  f the Uni n;
(ii) fees and charges due f r services rendered by the Inter*

nati nal Bureau in relati n t the Uni n;
(iii) sale  f,  r r yalties  n, the publicati ns  f the Inter*

nati nal Bureau c ncerning the Uni n;
(iv) gifts, bequests, and subventi ns;
(v) rents, interests, and  ther miscellane us inc me.

(4) (a F r the purp se  f establishing its c ntributi n
t wards the budget, each c untry  f the Uni n shall bel ng t 
a class, and shall pay its annual c ntributi ns  n the basis  f a
number  f units fixed as f ll ws:

Class I ... 25
Class II ... 20
Class III . ... 15
Class IV . ... 10
Class V ... 5
Class VI . ... 3
Class VII . . . . 1

(b Unless it has already d ne s , each c untry shall indi
cate, c ncurrently with dep siting its instrument  f ratifica
ti n  r accessi n, the class t which it wishes t bel ng. Any
c untry may change class. If it ch  ses a l wer class, the c un
try must ann unce such change t the Assembly at  ne  f its
 rdinary sessi ns. Any such change shall take effect at the
beginning  f the calendar year f ll wing the said sessi n.

(c The annual c ntributi n  f each c untry shall be an
am unt in the same pr p rti n t the t tal sum t be c ntri
buted t the budget  f the Uni n by all c untries as the num
ber  f its units is t the t tal  f the units  f all c ntributing
c untries.

(d C ntributi ns shall bec me due  n the first  f Janu­
ary  f each year.
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(e A c untry which is in arrears in the payment  f its
c ntributi ns may n t exercise its right t v te in any  f the
 rgans  f the Uni n  f which it is a member if the am unt  f
its arrears equals  r exceeds the am unt  f the c ntributi ns
due fr m it f r the preceding tw full years. H wever, any
 rgan  f the Uni n may all w such a c untry t c ntinue t 
exercise its right t v te in that  rgan if, and as l ng as, it is
satisfied that the delay in payment is due t excepti nal and
unav idable circumstances.

(f If the budget is n t ad pted bef re the beginning  f a
new financial peri d, it shall be at the same level as the budget
 f the previ us year, as pr vided in the financial regulati ns

(5) The am unt  f the fees and charges due f r services
rendered by the Internati nal Bureau in relati n t the Uni n
shall be established, and shall be rep rted t the Assembly and
the Executive C mmittee, by the Direct r General.

(6) (a The Uni n shall have a w rking capital fund which
shall be c nstituted by a single payment made by each c untry
 f the Uni n. If the fund bec mes insufficient, the Assembly
shall decide t increase it.

(b The am unt  f the initial payment  f each c untry t 
the said fund  r  f its participati n in the increase there f
shall be a pr p rti n  f the c ntributi n  f that c untry f r
the year in which the fund is established  r the decisi n t 
increase it is made.

(c The pr p rti n and the terms  f payment shall be
fixed by the Assembly  n the pr p sal  f the Direct r General
and after it has heard the advice  f the C  rdinati n C m*
mittee  f the Organizati n.

(7) (a In the headquarters agreement c ncluded with the
c untry  n the territ ry  f which the Organizati n has its head
quarters, it shall be pr vided that, whenever the w rking capi
tal fund is insufficient, such c untry shall grant advances. The
am unt  f these advances and the c nditi ns  n which they
are granted shall be the subject  f separate agreements, in
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each case, between such c untry and the Organizati n. As l ng
as it remains under the  bligati n t grant advances, such
c untry shall have an ex  ffici seat  n the Executive C m
mittee.

(b The c untry referred t in subparagraph (a and the
Organizati n shall each have the light t den unce the  bliga
ti n t grant advances, by written n tificati n. Denunciati n
shall take effect three years after the end  f the year in which
it has been n tified.

(8) The auditing  f the acc unts shall be effected by  ne
 r m re  f the c untries  f the Uni n  r by external audit rs,
as pr vided in the financial regulati ns. They shall be desig
nated, with their agreement, by the Assembly.

Article 17
[Ame dme t of Articles 13 to 17]

(1) Pr p sals f r the amendment  f Articles 13, 14, 15.
16, and the present Article, may be initiated by any c untry
member  f the Assembly, by the Executive C mmittee,  r by
the Direct r General. Such pr p sals shall be c mmunicated
by the Direct r General t the member c untries  f the Assem
bly at least six m nths in advance  f their c nsiderati n by the
Assembly.

(2) Amendments t the Articles referred t in paragraph
(1) shall be ad pted by the Assembly. Ad pti n shall require
three-f urths  f the v tes cast, pr vided that any amendment
t Article 13, and t the present paragraph, shall require f ur-
fifths  f the v tes cast.

(3) Any amendment t the Articles referred t in para
graph (1) shall enter int f rce  ne m nth after written n ti
ficati ns  f acceptance, effected in acc rdance with their re
spective c nstituti nal pr cesses, have been received by the
Direct r General fr m three-f urths  f the c untries members
 f the Assembly at the time it ad pted the amendment. Any
amendment t the said Articles thus accepted shall bind all
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the c untries which are members  f the Assembly at the time 
the amendment enters int  f rce,  r which bec me members 
there f at a subsequent date, pr vided that any amendment 
increasing the financial  bligati ns  f c untries  f the Uni n 
shall bind  nly th se c untries which have n tified their 
acceptance  f such amendment. 

Article 18 
[Revisio  of Articles 1 to 12 a d 18 to 30] 

(1) This C nventi n shall be submitted t  revisi n with a 
view t  the intr ducti n  f amendments designed t  impr ve 
the system  f the Uni n. 

(2) F r that purp se, c nferences shall be held successively 
in  ne  f the c untries  f the Uni n am ng the delegates  f the 
said c untries. 

(3) Amendments t  Articles 13 t  17 are g verned by the 
pr visi ns  f Article 17. 

Article 19 
[Special Agreeme ts] 

It is underst  d that the c untries  f the Uni n reserve the 
right t  make separately between themselves special agree* 
ments f r the pr tecti n  f industrial pr perty, in s  far as 
these agreements d  n t c ntravene the pr visi ns  f this 
C nventi n. 

Article 20 
[Ratificatio  or Accessio  by Cou tries of the U io ; E try I to Force] 

(1) (a  Any c untry  f the Uni n which has signed this 
Act may ratify it, and, if it has n t signed it, may accede t  it. 
Instruments  f ratificati n and accessi n shall be dep sited 
with the Direct r General. 

(b  Any c untry  f the Uni n may declare in its instrument 
 f ratificati n  r accessi n that its ratificati n  r accessi n 
shall n t apply: 

(i) t  Articles 1 t  12,  r 
(ii) t  Articles 13 t  17. 
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(c Any c untry  f the Uni n which, in acc rdance with
subparagraph (b , has excluded fr m the effects  f its ratifica
ti n  r accessi n  ne  f the tw gr ups  f Articles referred t 
in that subparagraph may at any later time declare that it
extends the effects  f its ratificati n  r accessi n t that gr up
 f Articles. Such declarati n shall be dep sited with the Direc
t r General.

(2) (a Articles 1 t 12 shall enter int f rce, with respect
t the first ten c untries  f the Uni n which have dep sited
instruments  f ratificati n  r accessi n with ut making the
declarati n permitted under paragraph (l)ffe)(i)-> three m nths
after the dep sit  f the tenth such instrument  f ratificati n
 r accessi n.

(b Articles 13 t 17 shall enter int f rce, with respect t 
the first ten c untries  f the Uni n which have dep sited
instruments  f ratificati n  r accessi n with ut making the
declarati n permitted under paragraph (1 )^Z>J(ii). three m nths
after the dep sit  f the tenth such instrument  f ratificati n
 r accessi n.

(c Subject t the initial entry int f rce, pursuant t the
pr visi ns  f subparagraphs (a and (b , of each  f the tw 
gr ups  f Articles referred t in paragraph (l)fbj( ) and ( )•
and subject t the pr visi ns  f paragraph (l)fbj, Articles 1
t 17 shall, with respect t any c untry  f the Uni n,  ther
than th se referred t in subparagraphs (a and (b , which
dep sits an instrument  f ratificati n  r accessi n  r any c un
try  f the Uni n which dep sits a declarati n pursuant t para
graph (l)fc), enter int f rce three m nths after the date  f
n tificati n by the Direct r General  f such dep sit, unless a
subsequent date has been indicated in the instrument  r decla
rati n dep sited. In the latter case, this Act shall enter int 
f rce with respect t that c untry  n the date thus indicated.

(3) With respect t any c untry  f the Uni n which de
p sits an instrument  f ratificati n  r accessi n, Articles 18
t 30 shall enter int f rce  n the earlier  f the dates  n which
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any  f the gr ups  f Articles referred t in paragraph (l (b 
enters int f rce with respect t that c untry pursuant t para­
graph (2 (a , (b ,  r (c .

Article 21
[Accessio by Cou tries Outside the U io ; E try I to Force]

(1) Any c untry  utside the Uni n may accede t this Act
and thereby bec me a member  f the Uni n. Instruments  f
accessi n shall be dep sited with the Direct r General.

(2) (a With respect t any c untry  utside the Uni n
which dep sits its instrument  f accessi n  ne m nth  r m re
bef re the date  f entry int f rce  f any pr visi ns  f the
present Act, this Act shall enter int f rce, unless a subsequent
date has been indicated in the instrument  f accessi n,  n the
date up n which pr visi ns first enter int f rce pursuant t 
Article 20(2) (a  r (b ; pr vided that:

(i) if Articles 1 t 12 d n t enter int f rce  n that date,
such c untry shall, during the interim peri d bef re the
entry int f rce  f such pr visi ns, and in substituti n
theref r, be b und by Articles 1 t 12  f the Lisb n Act,

(ii) if Articles 13 t 17 d n t enter int f rce  n that date,
such c untry shall, during the interim peri d bef re the
entry int f rce  f such pr visi ns, and in substituti n
theref r, be b und by Articles 13 and 14(3), (4), and (5),
 f the Lisb n Act.

If a c untry indicates a subsequent date in its instrument  f
accessi n, this Act shall enter int f rce with respect t tha*
c untry  n the date thus indicated.

(b With respect t any c untry  utside the Uni n which
dep sits its instrument  f accessi n  n a date which is sub
sequent t ,  r precedes by less than  ne m nth, the entry int 
f rce  f  ne gr up  f Articles  f the present Act, this Act
shall, subject t the pr vis  f subparagraph (a , enter int 
f rce three m nths after the date  n which its accessi n has
been n tified by the Direct r General, unless a subsequent date
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has been indicated in the instrument  f accessi n. In the latter
case, this Act shall enter int f rce with respect t that c un
try  n the date thus indicated.

(3) With respect t any c untry  utside the Uni n which
dep sits its instrument  f accessi n after the date  f entry int 
f rce  f the present Act in its entirety,  r less than  ne m nth
bef re such date, this Act shall enter int f rce three m nths
after the date  n which its accessi n has been n tified by the
Direct r General, unless a subsequent date has been indicated
in the instrument  f accessi n. In the latter case, this Act shall
enter int f rce with respect t that c untry  n the date thus
indicated.

Article 22
[Co seque ces of Ratificatio or Accessio ]

Subject t the p ssibilities  f excepti ns pr vided f r in
Articles 20(l)fbJ and 28(2), ratificati n  r accessi n shall
aut matically entail acceptance  f all the clauses and admissi n
t all the advantages  f this Act.

Article 23
[Accessio to Earlier Acts]

After the entry int f rce  f this Act in its entirety, a
c untry may n t accede t earlier Acts  f this C nventi n.

Article 24
[Territories]

(1) Any c untry may declare in its instrument  f ratifica
ti n  r accessi n,  r may inf rm the Direct r General by
written n tificati n any time thereafter, that this C nventi n
shall be applicable t all  r part  f th se territ ries, designated
in the declarati n  r n tificati n, f r the external relati ns  f
which it is resp nsible.

(2) Any c untry which has made such a declarati n  r
given such a n tificati n may, at any time, n tify the Direct r
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General that this C nventi n shall cease t be applicable t 
all  r part  f such territ ries.

(3) (a Any declarati n made under paragraph (1) shall
take effect  n the same date as the ratificati n  r accessi n
in the instrument  f which it was included, and any n tifica
ti n given under such paragraph shall take effect three m nths
after its n tificati n by the Direct r General.

(b Any n tificati n given under paragraph (2) shall take
effect twelve m nths after its receipt by the Direct r General.

Article 25
[Impleme tatio of the Co ve tio o the Domestic Level]

(1) Any c untry party t this C nventi n undertakes t 
ad pt, in acc rdance with its c nstituti n, the measures neces
sary t ensure the applicati n  f this C nventi n.

(2) It is underst  d that, at the time a c untry dep sits its
instrument  f ratificati n  r accessi n, it will be in a p siti n
under its d mestic law t give effect t the pr visi ns  f this
C nventi n.

Article 26
[De u ciatio ]

(1) This C nventi n shall remain in f rce with ut limita
ti n as t time.

(2) Any c untry may den unce this Act by n tificati n
addressed t the Direct r General. Such denunciati n shall
c nstitute als denunciati n  f all earlier Acts and shall affect
 nly the c untry making it, the C nventi n remaining in full
f rce and effect as regards the  ther c untries  f the Uni n.

(3) Denunciati n shall take effect  ne year after the day
 n which the Direct r General has received the n tificati n.

(4) The. right  f denunciati n pr vided by this Article
shall n t be exercised by any c untry bef re the expirati n  f
five years fr m the date up n which it bec mes a member  f
the Uni n.
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Article 27
[Applicatio of Earlier Acts]

(1) The present Act shall, as regards the relati ns between
the c untries t which it applies, and t the extent that it
applies, replace the C nventi n  f Paris  f March 20, 1883.
and the subsequent Acts  f revisi n.

(2) (a As regards the c untries t which the present Act
d es n t apply,  r d es n t apply in its entirety, but t which
the Lisb n Act  f Oct ber 31, 1958, applies, the latter shall
remain in f rce in its entirety  r t the extent that the present
Act d es n t replace it by virtue  f paragraph (1).

(b Similarly, as regards the c untries t which neither
the present Act, n r p rti ns there f, n r the Lisb n Act
applies, the L nd n Act  f June 2, 1934, shall remain in f rce
in its entirety  r t the extent that the present Act d es n t
replace it by virtue  f paragraph (1).

(c Similarly, as regards the c untries t which neither the
present Act, n r p rti ns there f, n r the Lisb n Act, n r the
L nd n Act applies, the Hague Act  f N vember 6, 1925, shall
remain in f rce in its entirety  r t the extent that the present
Act d es n t replace it by virtue  f paragraph (1).

(3) C untries  utside the Uni n which bec me party t this
Act shall apply it with respect t any c untry  f the Uni n n t
party t this Act  r which, alth ugh party t this Act, has
made a declarati n pursuant t Article 20( 1  (b (i). Such c un
tries rec gnize that the said c untry  f the Uni n may apply,
in its relati ns with them, the pr visi ns  f the m st recent
Act t which it is party.

Article 28
[Disputes]

(1) Any dispute between tw  r m re c untries  f the
Uni n c ncerning the interpretati n  r applicati n  f this
C nventi n, n t settled by neg tiati n, may, by any  ne  f
the c untries c ncerned, be br ught bef re the Internati nal
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C urt  f Justice by applicati n in c nf rmity with the Statute
 f the C urt, unless the c untries c ncerned agree  n s me
 ther meth d  f settlement. The c untry bringing the dispute
bef re the C urt shall inf rm the Internati nal Bureau; the
Internati nal Bureau shall bring the matter t the attenti n  f
the  ther c untries  f the Uni n.

(2) Each c untry may, at the time it signs this Act  r de
p sits its instrument  f ratificati n  r accessi n, declare that
it d es n t c nsider itself b und by the pr visi ns  f para
graph (1). With regard t any dispute between such c untry
and any  ther c untry  f the Uni n, the pr visi ns  f para
graph (1) shall n t apply.

(3) Any c untry having made a declarati n in acc rdance
with the pr visi ns  f paragraph (2) may, at any time, with
draw its declarati n by n tificati n addressed t the Direct r
General.

Article 29
[Sig ature, La guages, Depositary Fu ctio s]

(1) (a This Act shall be signed in a single c py in the
French language and shall be dep sited with the G vernment
 f Sweden.

(b Official texts shall be established by the Direct r Gen
eral, after c nsultati n with the interested G vernments, in the
English, German, Italian, P rtuguese, Russian and Spanish
languages, and such  ther languages as the Assembly may
designate.

(c In case  f differences  f  pini n  n the interpretati n
 f the vari us texts, the French text shall prevail.

(2) This Act shall remain  pen f r signature at St ckh lm
until January 13, 1968.

(3) The Direct r General shall transmit tw c pies, cer
tified by the G vernment  f Sweden,  f the signed text  f this
Act t the G vernments  f all c untries  f the Uni n and,  n
request, t the G vernment  f any  ther c untry.
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(4) The Direct r General shall register this Act with the
Secretariat  f the United Nati ns.

(5) The Direct r General shall n tify the G vernments  f
all c untries  f the Uni n  f signatures, dep sits  f instruments
 f ratificati n  r accessi n and any declarati ns included in
such instruments  r made pursuant t Article 2O(l)fcJ, entry
int f rce  f any pr visi ns  f this Act, n tificati ns  f denun
ciati n, and n tificati ns pursuant t Article 24.

Article 30
[Tra sitio al Provisio s]

(1) Until the first Direct r General assumes  ffice, refer
ences in this Act t the Internati nal Bureau  f the Organiza
ti n  r t the Direct r General shall be deemed t be refer
ences t the Bureau  f the Uni n  r its Direct r, respectively.

(2) C untries  f the Uni n n t b und by Articles 13 t 17
may, until five years after the entry int f rce  f the C nven
ti n establishing the Organizati n, exercise, if they s desire,
the rights pr vided under Articles 13 t 17  f this Act as if
they were b und by th se Articles. Any c untry desiring t 
exercise such rights shall give written n tificati n t that effect
t the Direct r General; such n tificati n shall be effective
fr m the date  f its receipt. Such c untries shall be deemed
t be members  f the Assembly until the expirati n  f the
said peri d.

(3) As l ng as all the c untries  f the Uni n have n t
bec me Members  f the Organizati n, the Internati nal Bureau
 f the Organizati n shall als functi n as the Bureau  f the
Uni n, and the Direct r General as the Direct r  f the said
Bureau.

(4) Once all the c untries  f the Uni n have bec me
Members  f the Organizati n, the rights,  bligati ns, and
pr perty,  f the Bureau  f the Uni n shall dev lve  n the
Internati nal Bureau  f the Organizati n.

43

­

­
­
­

­



Paris Convention for the Protection 
of Industrial Property

of March 20, 1883,
as revised
at Brussels on December 14, 1900,
at Washington on June 2, 1911,
at The Hague on November 6, 1925,
at London on June 2, 1934,
at Lisbon on October 31, 1958, and
at Stockholm on July 14, 1967,
and as amended on September 28, 1979

Treaties

World Intellectual Property Organization
34, chemin des Colombettes
P.O. Box 18
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Tel: + 41 22 338 91 11
Fax:+ 41 22 733 54 28

For contact details of WIPO’s 
External Offices visit: 
www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/offices/ - - - -

WIPO Publication No. 201E 

ISBN 978 92 805 0291 6 


	Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property
	Article 1
	Article 2
	Article 3
	Article 4
	Article 4bis
	Article 4ter
	Article 4quater

	Article 5
	Article 5bis
	Article 5ter
	Article 5quater
	Article 5quinquier

	Article 6
	Article 6bis
	Article 6lter
	Article 6quater
	Article 6quinquier
	Article 6sexier
	Article 6septier

	Article 7
	Article 7bis

	Article 8
	Article 9
	Article 10
	Article 10bis
	Article 10ter

	Article 11
	Article 12
	Article 13
	Article 14
	Article 15
	Article 16
	Article 17
	Article 18
	Article 19
	Article 20
	Article 21
	Article 22
	Article 23
	Article 24
	Article 25
	Article 26
	Article 27
	Article 28
	Article 29
	Article 30


	undefined: 
	Official Engish Text: 
	undefined_2: 
	Official Engish Text_2: 


