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1.  Liberalization

• Monopoly situations are obviously easier to handle

• Monopolists often held special powers (e.g.

expropriation or use of public domain)

• Liberalization creates new types of disputes:

• between incumbent and newcomers (e.g.

interconnection or unbundling)

• between operators and other actors (e.g. so-called

network neutrality)
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2.  Networks

• Fixed networks vs. 

Mobile networks?

• Regulator vs. Free

market?

• Infrastructure 

competition vs. Unique 

infrastructure?

• Private investors vs. 

State? 

Flat fee systems and

scarce resources
EU broadband plan
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3.  Hardware

+ + + + etc. =

More limited resources

More disputes (ICTs and IP)
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4.  Applications

+

+ +

+

++

=

More limited resources

More disputes (ICTs and IP)

+ +



10ITU TELECOM WORLD 2009, WIPO Symposium, 8.10.2009 

Prof. Christian Bovet, Vice President ComCom

5.  Some conclusions

• New paradigm for copyright law:
• Recognizing the true value of copyright

• Recognizing that ICTs have changed the environment in 

which copyright evolves

• Dispute resolution should take into account:
• Speed of technology evolution

• Value of legal certainty (rather than of legal perfection)
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