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YouTube in numbers

Sources internes + comscore Video Metrix septembre 2008 France Individus de 5 ans et +

20 hours of videos
uploaded every single minute

2nd website worldwide
in number of search queries

350 Million Unique Users
on YouTube each month in the world 

hundreds of millions of videos
viewed each day

thousands of websites
are embedding videos from YouTube
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Sources internes + comscore Video Metrix septembre 2008 France Individus de 5 ans et +

How do you know whether a 

video respects copyright?

Distinguish between amateur and 

professional content?
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Professional or amateur?

Sources internes + comscore Video Metrix septembre 2008 France Individus de 5 ans et +
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Professional or amateur?

Sources internes + comscore Video Metrix septembre 2008 France Individus de 5 ans et +
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300

+1000

1

Mar 2007 Dec 2007 Dec-08

Number of Partners  

Broadcasters, News, Entertainment, Sports producers
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Sources internes + comscore Video Metrix septembre 2008 France Individus de 5 ans et +

The question is not 

whether the content is copyrighted,

but rather: was it posted by the rights holder?
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A multitude of rights on a single video
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Different rights in different territories



YouTube has a longstanding 
commitment to copyright protection

• Terminate accounts of repeat infringers

• Educate users and display prominent copyright warnings

• Regular user uploads limited to ten minutes, to avoid the upload of full-length 
commercial TV programming and movies 

• Prevent re-upload of identical infringing file via MD5 hash technology

• Provide online search and DMCA batch takedown tool 

• Launch of Audio ID and Video ID

Video

Identification

Audio 

Identification

Takedown 

Tool

Manual 

Takedown &

MD5 Hash

YouTube Content ID System

Manual takedown, 

removes repeat 

matches

Tool to facilitate 

multiple 

takedowns 

Most sophisticated tools, for rights holders 

with large libraries or complex needs
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YouTube’s Content Identification System

Enabling rights holders 
to:

• Identify user-uploaded 
videos comprised entirely or 
partially of their content

• Choose how to manage 
those videos: block, track 
usage or monetize

• Report on performance of 
content and user activity
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Overview of Content ID System

Upload Reference File User Upload Video

6

1

5

3

Rights OwnerRights Owner YouTubeYouTube UserUser

4

7

Match?

ID File 

Database

Generate 

ID File

Legacy 
Lookup

If matched, 
content claimed 
automatically

Review and manage claims

Generate 

ID File

2
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Giving Rights Owners Control and Choice

X
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VideoID Adoption and Impact

• Over 1,000 partners currently using Video ID

• Over 1 million reference files

• Over 100,000 hours of material

• The vast majority of claims are monetized

Cousteau Society

English Cricket Board
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Click to Buy

Buy Links
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Click to Buy
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Audio Swap
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Rights Dispute Workflow

User YouTube Rights Owner

LEGAL PROCESS BETWEEN 

RIGHTS OWNER AND USER

Note: User can contest all 

types of claims, include 

blocked, tracked and 

monetized.

User uploads video
1

If “block,” video will 

be removed from 

site. If user believes 

claim is a mistake, 

user will have 

opportunity to 

contest.

3

7

The user will be able 

to file a proper user 

counter-notice.

If there is a match, video 

is blocked, tracked, or 

monetized before listed 

in the search index.

In the event of a block, 

upon receipt of user 

contestation, we will 

republish the video.

4

2

Upon receipt of notice, 

we will block access 

to the video

6

After a waiting period 

we will reinstate the 

video unless rights 

owner has taken 

action in court.

8

Rights owner 

may respond 

with an official 

(DMCA) 

takedown notice

after manual 

review.

5

User counter 
notice

Email 
notification

User 
contests 

Review 
notification

Takedown 
notice

Email 
notification
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Thank you...


