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July 31, 2001

Re:  PCT Minimum Documentation  –  List of Periodicals
_______________________________________________

Madam,
Sir,

This is to inform your Office of a request for inclusion into the PCT
Minimum Documentation list of the journal “Research Disclosure”(RD), and its
electronic version “Research Disclosure Electronic”, which has been received
from the publisher of the said periodical.  In subsequent correspondence with the
publisher, he stated that for the last thirty years a free copy of the RD journal
(including the “IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin” as part of it) has been sent to
every IP Office of which they are aware of.  This free distribution does cover all
of the current PCT Member States.  The publisher confirmed his intention to
continue the free distribution service of the RD journal in the case of its inclusion
into the PCT Minimum Documentation list.

As the IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin (IBM TDB) forms part of the
PCT Minimum Documentation list (see PCT No. 063), the International Bureau
would like to request the IP Offices acting as International Searching Authorities
(ISAs) and International Preliminary Examining Authorities (IPEAs) under the
PCT to consider whether it would be justified to replace the IBM TDB by the RD
journal, ISSN 0374-4353, (current paper and planned electronic version).  A
copy of the introductory page, September 2000 issue, of the journal and of the
Index pages are included for information.
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In addition, the International Bureau would like to draw your attention to a
proposal made by the Austrian Patent Office to remove the journal “Funkschau”
(PCT No. 057) from the PCT Minimum Documentation list.  According to the
Austrian Patent Office, none of the articles published in the journal in recent
years were considered relevant for search and examination within the scope of
the JOPAL project.

The International Bureau invites your Office to provide comments on the
above-mentioned two issues by e-mail before September 15, 2001.  Your
response should be sent to our address scit.mail@wipo.int, indicating the number
of this Circular.

Sincerely yours,

Klaus-Peter Wittig
Deputy Director

Standards and Documentation
Service









[End of Annex]


