
JOPAL SURVEY

I.    Contact Details

Name:  Melvyn Rees (pp Peter Back) ...................................................................................
Title:  Senior Patent Examiner Documentation Information (pp Divisional Director)
......................................................................................................................................................
Office/Organization:  The Patent Office, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8QQ, UK.......
E-mail:  melvyn.rees@patent.gov.uk  (peter.back@patent.gov.uk). ...............................
Telephone:  +44 1633 813586  (+44 1633 814557) .............................................................
Facsimile:  +44 1633 814827...................................................................................................

II.  Use of JOPAL information by your Office/Organization
(Tick appropriate box)

¨ Currently using (Go to Section III)
¨ Previously used but discontinued (Please specify why) ....................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................(Go to Section V)

_¨ Never Used (Please specify why)  The information present from the JOPAL
database compares poorly with that now available on other databases, both
paid for and available free.  The UK Patent Office makes extensive use of these.
 Unless abstract information were available on JOPAL it would not find favour
with Patent Office Examiners................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................(Go to Section V)

III. Who is using the JOPAL Information?

¨ Own Staff
¨ General Public
¨ Other (Please specify) ................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................



IV. How is the JOPAL Service used?

1. JOPAL updates are now available on the Internet in two forms:

i. As a monthly update in PDF format on WIPO's Web site (http://www.wipo.int)
ii. As an update to the database (JOPAL Database (http://jopal.wipo.int)

a)       PDF Update Files (Please complete if use is made of the JOPAL PDF update
files)

What form of access do you provide to the PDF update files:

   ¨ Internet
   ¨ Access via Local Network (by download and loading on local server)
   ¨ Printed
¨ ......................................................................................................................................Other (Please specify)

Additional details of the Service you provide: ...................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

b)      JOPAL Database (Please complete if use is made of the JOPAL Database)

        In addition to the Search facilities, a BROWSE function is provided.
        Do you use the BROWSE facility? _ Yes _ No
       
        If NO, why not? .......................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Are you happy with the SEARCH features/functionality provided?
_ Yes _ No

        If NO, what features would you like changed or added?............................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
       
        Do you find the automatic link from the IPC Classification in the RESULTS list to searching
in the PCT Database a useful feature? _ Yes _ No
       
        Please comment ...............................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................



2. The Journal was previously published both in paper and on CD-ROM.  Indicate if you still
use either of these:

   _ Paper Form _ CD-ROM

Please comment on why you still use them .....................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

3. What changes or additions would increase the value of the JOPAL Service to you and
your customers?
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

V.   Does your Office/Organization use other sources of Non-Patent Literature?

_ Yes _ No

If yes, please provide details of the services used (see Appendix).

VI.       If the JOPAL Service was discontinued, what effect would this have for your
Office/Organization?

None.......................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

VII.      Other comments

Please provide any additional comments that you consider relevant to the Survey.
JOPAL as it now stands has outlived its useful life.  Many databases contain much greater
detail on NPL articles (eg abstract, full text databases are now becoming available), and
although the inclusion of a patent examiner assigned IPC code is valuable, it does not
compensate for the above.   I have heard anecdotally that the journal coverage of JOPAL
in at least one subject area (G11B) is poor...................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Please address any queries to Mr. W.M. Guy by e-mail to iois.mail@wipo.int or fax to +41 22 734 6392



APPENDIX

[End of Survey]

Service Name Service Provider Service Type:

I=Internet
C=CD-ROM
O=Other
(Specify)

Free Service
Yes or No

Estimated
Service Cost

per month

Additional Remarks
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[End of Survey]


