
( SCIT.mail ) - Ref: C. SCIT 2505 Page 1

From: Jason Bellia <jason.bellia@patent.gov.uk>
To: <scit.mail@wipo.int>
Date: Fri, Jun 16, 2000  5:55 PM
Subject: Ref: C. SCIT 2505

Herr Wittig,

Please find attached the response of the United
Kingdom Patent Office to the; Survey on the grant
and publication of supplementary protection
certificates for medicinal and
phytopharmaceutical products or equivalent
industrial property rights (SPCs). This document
has been attached with the file name
<scit2505.wpd>.

In reply to questions 6, 8 & 11 reference is made
to an excerpt from "The Patents & Designs
Journal" of the UK Patent Office. The page
concerning SPC's and the front page of a recent
edition of this publication are attached under the
file name <examples.wpd>.

Both documents have been saved in the
WordPerfect version 8 format.
 
Paper copies of both documents will  follow by
post. If you encounter any difficulties with this
submission or require any further information
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Jason Bellia
Patent Examiner
The UK Patent Office

Tel 44 (0) 1633 813544
Fax 44 (0) 1633 814444
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Survey on the grant and publication of supplementary protection certificates for 
medicinal and phytopharmaceutical products or equivalent property rights (SPC’s) 

Ref: C. SCIT 2505

Answers of the UK Patent Office

Question 1: Does your Office grant "supplementary protection certificates" for medicinal
products or equivalent industrial property rights (SPCs) that extend the
validity of patents covering medicinal, pharmaceutical, agrochemical or
cognate products and phytopharmaceutical products?
(a) In the field of medicinal products
Yes ü
No U

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products
Yes ü
No U

Question 2: Will your Office start granting SPCs in the future?

Not applicable

Question 3: Please, specify the legal basis for granting SPCs (national law, regional
regulation, etc.).

(a) In the field of medicinal products

Regional Regulation EEC No. 1768/92

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

Regional Regulation EC No. 1610/96

Question 4: Please specify the name of the SPC granted by your Office.

(a) In the field of medicinal products

Supplementary protection certificate

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

as in part a
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Question 5: Please specify for which fields of technology or which products an SPC can
be obtained (for example, medicinal products, phytopharmaceutical
products, herbicides, agro-chemicals, all products subject to regulatory
approval for marketing, etc.).

Products placed on the market as a medicinal product subject to authorisation in accordance 
with directives 65/65/EEC or 81/851/EEC and;

Products placed on the market as plant protection products subject to authorisation in 
accordance with Article 4 of Directive 91/414/EEC

Question 6: Does your Office publish or intend to publish the receipt of an application for 
an SPC?

(If "Yes," please attach specimen of a front page of an SPC and/or of
announcements regarding SPCs made in an Official Gazette.)

(a) In the field of medicinal products
Yes ü See Example 1 in the photocopied pages from the Patents and Designs Journal
No U
(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products
Yes ü See Example 1 in the photocopied pages from the Patents and Designs Journal
No U

Question 7: If your reply to question 6 is "Yes," please indicate the minimum elements a
publication must contain:

(a) In the field of medicinal products

(i) number allotted to receipt of the application ü

(ii) date of said receipt ü

(iii) name and address of the applicant ü

(iv) number of the basic patent ü

(v) title of the invention ü

(vi) number of any authorization to place the product on the market,
including the product identified in that authorization

the number(s) and date(s) of the first authorisation in the UK and the first authorisation in 
the community are quoted. The medicinal product is not identified.

(vii) date of the said authorization  ü

(viii) other elements (please specify) ü

The product name and product type (ie. Medicinal or Plant protection)
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(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

as in part a

Question 8: Does your Office publish or intend to publish the fact that an SPC has been
granted?

(If "Yes," please attach specimen of a front page of an SPC and/or of
announcements regarding the grant of SPCs made in an Official Gazette.)

(a) In the field of medicinal products

See Example 2 in the photocopied pages from the Patents and Designs Journal

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

See Example 2 in the photocopied pages from the Patents and Designs Journal

Question 9: If your reply to question 8 is "Yes," please indicate the minimum elements a
publication must contain:

(a) In the field of medicinal products

(i) registration number allotted to the granted SPC ü

(ii) date of registration of the granted SPC ü

(iii) name and address of the holder of the SPC ü

(iv) number of the basic patent ü

(v) title of the invention ü

(vi) number of any authorization to place the product on the market,
including the product identified in that authorization

the number(s) and date(s) of the first authorisation in the UK and the first authorisation in 
the community are quoted. The medicinal product is not identified.

(vii) date of the said authorization ü

(viii) duration of the SPC ü

(ix) other elements, e.g., patent classification, product name (please
specify):

Product name and product type (ie. Medicinal or Plant protection)
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(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

as in part a

Question 10: In which form does your Office make or intend to make the publications
referred to in questions 6 and 8?

(a) In the field of medicinal products

(i) As regards applications for SPCs

(a) as part of an Official Gazette? ü
(b) by publishing the application?
(c) by laying the application open to public inspection? ü
(d) through online databases (or the Office's Web site)? ü

(e) by copy delivery of the application on request? ü

(ii) As regards granted SPCs

(a) as part of an Official Gazette? ü
(b) by publishing the SPC?
(c) by laying the SPC open to public inspection? ü
(d) through online databases (or the Office's Web site)? ü
(e) by copy delivery of the SPC on request? ü

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

(i) As regards applications for SPCs

(a) as part of an Official Gazette? ü
(b) by publishing the application?
(c) by laying the application open to public inspection? ü
(d) through online databases (or the Office's Web site)? ü
(e) by copy delivery of the application on request? ü

(ii) As regards granted SPCs

(a) as part of an Official Gazette? ü
(b) by publishing the SPC?
(c) by laying the SPC open to public inspection? ü
(d) through online databases (or the Office's Web site)? ü

(e) by copy delivery of the SPC on request? ü
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Question 11: If your Office enters or intends to enter data from the documents relating to
SPCs in online databases (internal or commercial ones), please indicate the
names(s) of the databases(s) and specify the bibliographic data elements:

(a) In the field of medicinal products

(i) name(s) of database(s)

RSPC, this is the internal database for SPC’s which has been made available on the patent 
office web site
URL: http://webdb2.patent.gov.uk/rspc/

(ii) bibliographic data elements

as in Examples 1 & 2

(b) In the field of phytopharmaceutical products

as in part a

Question 12: If your Office allots or intends to allot specific application and/or registration
numbers to SPCs, please give details:

(a) As regards medicinal products

(i) concerning the numbering system for applications for SPCs

SPC’s are identified SPC/GB/, followed by the two digit year and the case number.  The case 
numbers are ordered chronologically by the application date beginning with 001 for the first 
application of the calendar year, eg SPC/GB/99/001 was the first application received last 
year.

(ii) concerning the numbering system for registrations or grants of SPCs
(if different from (a)(i))

There is no change to the application number to signify that the application has been granted

(b) As regards phytopharmaceutical products

Phytopharmaceutical products and medicinal products are not differentiated in the 
numbering scheme.

Contact details:

(a) Name: Jason Bellia
(b) Title: Patent Examiner
(c) Office/Organization: The Patent Office, Concept House, Cardiff Road, Newport, 

South Wales NP10 8QQ
(d) E-mail Jason.Bellia@patent.gov.uk
(e) Facsimile: 44 (0) 1633 814444
(f) Telephone: 44 (0) 1633 813544
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[End of Questionnaire]


