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Minutes of the XML4IP TF Informal Meeting



W I P O 

MINUTES

STANDARDS AND DOCUMENTATION WORKING GROUP
XML4IP TASK FORCE INFORMAL MEETING
Geneva, November 18 and 21, 2008

INTRODUCTION

 AUTONUM  
The XML4IP Task Force held its informal meeting during the week of the tenth session of the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) on November 18 and 21, 2008, at WIPO premises.  Delegations from 20 industrial property offices (IPOs) participated in the meeting.  The participant list and the adopted meeting agenda are attached as Appendices 1 and 2 to this document, respectively. 
DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENT

 AUTONUM  
The discussion started by reviewing items in the Action Plan of the previous meeting’s minutes.  There were five action items from the previous meeting and three items had been completed.  The following two items have been still in preparation: 

· The USPTO to prepare the revised draft proposal of “Guideline for Schema Implementation” by early March 2008; and

· The Task Force Leader to prepare a draft main body for XML4IP.
 AUTONUM  
It was agreed that the preparation of the draft main body for XML4IP needed to be postponed until the Task Force would prepare draft design rules for XML4IP.

 AUTONUM  
With respect to the feasibility study of the WIKI tool for the Task Force e-forum in the Action Plan, the Task Force Leader recalled the agreement that the WIKI platform would be initially used by the ST.36 Task Force instead of the XML4IP Task Force because most members participate in both Task Forces and the ST.36 Task Force had more interactive discussion than the XML4IP Task Force had.  According to the agreement, the Task Force Leader informed the participants that the International Bureau (IB) would make a presentation on the WIKI platform at the ST.36 Task Force informal meeting rather than the XML4IP Task Force meeting.  

Item 3:  Discussion on the draft proposal of Guideline for Schema Implementation

 AUTONUM  
The draft proposal of the guideline for schema implementation had not been updated since the last Task Force informal meeting.  The participants agreed that the Task Force would discuss the draft proposal via the WIKI platform.  According to the agreement, the IB was requested to post the draft proposal on the XML4IP Task Force e-forum when the WIKI platform would be ready to be used.

Item 4:  Review of the JPO's proposals on XML4IP

Item 5:  Presentation by the JPO

Item 6:  Discussion on the JPO’s proposals…
 AUTONUM  
The Japan Patent Office (JPO) made a presentation on the proposal of the country-specific extension method of XML4IP schema components, conformity of XML4IP, and its plan to use schemas of XML4IP.  The given presentations would be available on the XML4IP Task Force’s website at:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/xml4ip/background.htm.

 AUTONUM  
With regard to the country-specific extension method using namespace, the participants discussed its advantages and disadvantages.  The participants noted that the main advantage was flexibility for implementation by IPOs, and the major disadvantage was the complexity of data conversion to exchange data among IPOs.

 AUTONUM  
The JPO remarked that each IPO had its national business regulations that were frequently changed and impacted on the schemas.  Therefore, flexibility was one of the most important factors for XML4IP.

 AUTONUM  
The IB expressed its concern regarding the country-specific extension method in the view of the interoperability.  In order to process IPO’s data using office-specific elements, it would be complex to convert data and may be required understanding the IPO’s business rules to process the data.  Therefore, the IB would encourage using common elements as much as possible to avoid the complexity of data conversion.  The participants agreed on the need of the less data conversion.  The IB mentioned that the “Name” and “Address” were fundamental elements.  Therefore, they should not be substituted by office-specific elements.  The substitution of less important elements could be fine.

 AUTONUM  
The United States Patent Office (USPTO) mentioned that the Office used (and would continue to use) the schemas to deal with XML-tagged data.  The Office did not use namespace for internal data process, but used it for exchange of data with other IPOs.

 AUTONUM  
The OHIM mentioned that the Office had two versions of schema set, i.e., “internal schema set” which was stricter and ‘exchange schema set’ which was less strict.  The European Patent Office remarked that the WIPO Standard ST.36 allowed for the use of office-specific elements and that it worked.

 AUTONUM  
The participants asked the JPO to provide a set of draft schemas and sample data using the draft country-specific extension method to know how the draft schemas would work for interoperability among IPOs and harmonization among the three industrial property rights.  According to the request, the JPO would provide the set of sample data for the Task Force in the first half of 2009.
 AUTONUM  
The participants discussed draft design rules for XML4IP comparing WIPO Standards ST.66 and ST.86 proposed by the JPO.  During the discussion, the participants reviewed and revised the proposal, but did not complete the review of the draft at the meeting.  The participants, therefore, agreed to continue to review it through the Task Force e-forum.  The working draft would be available on the XML4IP Task Force website at:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/xml4ip/background.htm.  For further discussion, it will be posted on the Task Force e-forum once the minutes are adopted by the participants.
 AUTONUM  
The participants discussed the advantages of using “include” as compared to ”import”.  The participants noted that the ”include” was good for performance and without namespace, and the “import” was good for data exchange with namespace.

Item 7:  Review of the candidates of Global ICEs

 AUTONUM  
The participants did not discuss Item 7 due to time limitations.
Item 8:  Others

(a) Presentation by the OHIM

 AUTONUM  
The OHIM made presentations on “IP Resource Bus” which is a search and access services for trademarks, and “hTrademark Microformat” which is a web-based approach to semantic markup for trademarks.  The given presentations will be available on the XML4IP Task Force’s website at:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/xml4ip/background.htm.
ACTION PLAN

1. The IB to post the draft of the “Guideline for Schema Implementation” on the WIKI platform for consideration by the XML4IP Task Force;
2. The preparation of draft main body of XML4IP to be considered after preparation of design rules for XML4IP;
3. Task Force to complete the review of the proposal of design rules for XML4IP proposed by the JPO; and
4. The JPO to provide a set of draft schemas and sample data using the draft country-specific extension method for the XML4IP Task Force for its consideration.  

[Appendix 1 follows]

Appendix 1

W I P O 
STANDARDS AND DOCUMENTATION WORKING GROUP
XML4IP TASK FORCE INFORMAL MEETING
Geneva, November 18 and 21, 2008

Agenda (adopted)
1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the proposed agenda

3. Discussion on the draft proposal of Guideline for Schema Implementation
4. Review of the JPO's proposals on XML4IP
5. Presentation by the JPO

6. Discussion on the JPO’s proposals in the view of :

a. General design rules for XML4IP
b. Interoperability among IP Offices

c. Harmonization among IP rights
7. Review of the candidates of Global ICEs
a. Review of the draft list of Global ICEs
b. Discussion on the "Name Type" and "Address Type"
8. Others

a. Presentation by the OHIM
[Appendix 2 follows] 

Appendix 2

List of Participants at the XML4IP Task Force Informal Meeting 

November 18 and 21, 2008

	No.
	Name
	Office

	1
	AL-MUQUIM Hussam
	GCCPO

	2
	ANDREWS Betty
	USPTO

	3
	ALBRECHT Miguel
	EPO

	4
	BREWIN Paul
	EPO

	5
	CANTET Marcel
	INPI (FR)

	6
	COX Bruce
	USPTO

	7
	DOBRYNINA Galina
	IPO (Ukraine)

	8
	FASTENBAUER Katharina
	Austrian PO

	9
	GRASHCHENKOVA Anna
	ROSPATENT

	10
	HADDADI Mourad
	INAPI

	11
	HOLBERTON Roger
	WIPO

	12
	HOY Samantha
	IP Australia

	13
	KHORUK Yulia
	NCIP (Belarus)

	14
	KIM Dong-Hwan
	KIPO

	15
	KIM In-Sook
	KIPO

	16
	KIMURA Takatoshi
	JPO

	17
	KONE Hamidou
	OAPI

	18
	LANGSAETER Thor Magne
	NIPO

	19
	LE GONIDEC Patrick
	EPO

	20
	LINDBOM Gunnar
	SPOF

	21
	LOPEZ SOLANAS Angel
	WIPO

	22
	PARKHETA Oksana
	IPO (Ukraine)

	23
	PIENAAR Peet
	CIPRO (ZA)

	24
	ROMBOUTS John
	CIPO 

	25
	SEKRETOV Andrey
	EAPO

	26
	TRAN Alexandre
	OHIM

	27
	TWUM-DARKO Michael
	CIPRO (ZA)

	28
	YUN Youngwoo
	WIPO
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