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WARNING:

Although the information which follows was correct at the
time of original publication in the PCT Newsletter, some
information may no longer be applicable; for example,
amendments may have been made to the PCT Regulations
and Administrative Instructions, as well as to PCT Forms,
since the PCT Newsletter concerned was published;
changes to certain fees and references to certain
publications may no longer be valid. Wherever there is a
reference to a PCT Rule, please check carefully whether
the Rule in force at the date of publication of the advice has
since been amended.
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PCT NEWSLETTER NO.12/2019

FURNISHING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS USING THE WIPO DIGITAL ACCESS SERVICE (DAS) —
PART II: REQUESTING THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU TO RETRIEVE A PRIORITY DOCUMENT

AVAILABLE IN THE DAS SYSTEM

WIPO 7Y 2T 72 XY —E X (DAS) #FH L -EBEEZEDIRE—/— | 2: EREHERBIC DAS &~
AT LCHAARREBELESEZIET S L DHEKRT S

Q: | filed a national patent application with my national
patent Office, and requested that Office to make the
application available via DAS as a priority document
for a future international application. | am now filing an
international application claiming the priority of the
earlier national application, and would like to request
the International Bureau to retrieve the priority
document from the DAS system, in order to meet the
priority document requirement under PCT Rule 17.1.
How do | do this, and what is the time limit for doing
so?

A: Itis recalled that DAS offers a secure, reliable and
legally authentic electronic exchange of documents
with all other Offices participating in the service, and
can be used in many cases to meet priority document
requirements under the PCT in accordance with PCT
Rule 17.1, as well as those under other treaties and
laws. Part | of this Practical Advice (published in PCT
Newsletter No. 11/2019) explained how to make
available to the DAS system an earlier national
application, the priority of which is to be claimed in a
later-filed international application, and pointed out the
situations in which it might not be possible to do this.
This would be the case, in particular, if the Office of
First Filing (OFF) is not a DAS depositing Office, if the
earlier application does not fall under the scope of the
DAS depositing Office concerned, or if the applicant
does not meet the requirements of the DAS depositing
Office concerned.

After requesting the OFF to make the earlier
application available in DAS, you will have received an
access code, which is required in order to request the
International Bureau (IB) (or an Office of Second Filing
(OSF)) to retrieve the priority document. The code may
be provided by either the IB or the OFF (or in the case
of certain Offices, the access code may be
automatically made available to the applicant as part of
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the application process).! Access codes issued by the
IB are sent by e-mail? from “Noreply@wipo.int”. Note
that the access code of an earlier application
registered in DAS can be reused if the priority of the
earlier application is claimed in more than one later-
filed application, so there is no need to request a new
access code for the same priority document.

The way in which you request the IB to retrieve the
priority document from DAS for the purposes of
meeting the priority requirement under PCT Rule 17.1
depends on whether you are making the request at the
time of filing the international application, or after filing.
The various options are described below.

At the time of filing (the preferred option):

— if you are filing using ePCT-Filing, make the
necessary indications on the “Priority Claims” screen
under “Option(s) for providing the priority document to
the IB” by selecting “International Bureau to obtain
from a digital library (DAS)” and providing the DAS
access code (you can do this for each priority
document if there is more than one priority claim);
ePCT will look up the priority document in DAS in real
time and validate the access code against the priority
claim data indicated?;

— if you file the international application using PCT-
SAFE, the priority document information page (“Details
of Priority Claim of Earlier Application”) enables you to
request the IB to obtain the priority document from
DAS, and to insert the necessary access code; or

— if you are filing using the paper version of the request
form, mark the applicable check-boxes in Box No. VI of
the request form (PCT/R0O/101) and indicate the
access code for the priority document required (or for
each priority document if there is more than one).
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Office are given in Part | of this Practical Advice.
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After filing:

—request the IB via ePCT to retrieve the priority
document by:

* signing in with strong authentication and entering the
corresponding access code in the online Action:
“Obtain priority document from DAS”; ePCT will look
up the priority document in DAS and validate the
access code against the priority claim data indicated.
Please note that this is the recommended method,
since it is a self-service Action that is executed
automatically by the system in real time without any
need to queue for manual processing by the IB;

* signing in without strong authentication and sending
an ePCT Message containing the DAS access code
requesting the IB to retrieve the earlier application from
DAS;

* signing in without strong authentication and
uploading a letter containing the DAS access code as
a “General correspondence” document type requesting
the IB to retrieve the priority document from DAS; or

—send a letter containing the DAS access code by
mail to the IB* requesting it to retrieve the earlier
application from DAS.

Note that it is usually easier to request the IB to
retrieve the priority documents from DAS at the time of
filing the international application. However, if you wish
to make the request later, the time limit for doing so is
considered to be met if, before the date of
international publication, you have:

— taken all the necessary steps with the OFF;

— made a valid request to the IB to retrieve the priority
document from DAS; and

— provided the necessary access code.

Once the IB has retrieved the priority document via
DAS, it will send a confirmation of retrieval to you by
means of Form PCT/IB/304. If you have access rights
to the international application in ePCT, you will be
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4 The mailing address of the IB is: World Intellectual Property Organization, International Bureau (PCT), 34, chemin des Colombettes, CH-1211

Geneva 20, Switzerland.
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able to access that form immediately after is has been
issued.

Please note that WIPO’s DAS Applicant Portal at:

www3.wipo.int/dasapplicant/en/pages/workbench/appli
cant.xhtml

(accessible via your WIPO account5) provides tracking
facilities to record and view details of the complete
history of Offices’ access to your priority documents.
The portal enables you to add your priority documents
to the DAS Workbench by providing the priority
number, filing date and access code.

This Practical Advice concerns making a request to the
IB to obtain a priority document available in the DAS
system, as provided by PCT Rule 17.1(b-bis). You can
also meet the priority document requirements under
PCT Rule 17.1 by submitting a certified copy of the
priority document to the IB or receiving Office under
PCT Rule 17.1(a), or by requesting the receiving Office
to prepare and transmit the priority document to the 1B
under PCT Rule 17.1(b)®. The latter way of meeting
the priority document requirements may be preferable
when filing an international application at the receiving
Office where the earlier application was filed (whether
as an earlier national or international application).
However, such a request should be made no later than
16 months after the priority date and the receiving
Office may charge a fee for this.

For further information on furnishing the priority
document, please refer to the PCT Applicant’s Guide,
International Phase, paragraphs 5.070 to 5.070D at:

www.wipo.int/pct/guide/en/gdvol1l/pdf/gdvoll.pdf
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Furnishing priority documents using the WIPO Digital Access Service (DAS) —
Office of First Filing to make a priority document available in the DAS system
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Part I: Requesting an

Q: I am going to file a national patent application with my
national patent Office, and would like to make that
application available as a priority document for a future
international application using DAS — do | specifically have
to request the national Office to make the document
available, and if so, how do | do this?

A: DAS offers a secure, reliable and legally authentic
electronic exchange of documents with all other Offices
participating in the service, and can be used in many
cases to meet priority document requirements under the
PCT in accordance with PCT Rule 17.1, as well as those
under other treaties and laws. Using DAS is particularly
useful in cases where the PCT application is not filed with
the same Office with which the earlier application was
filed, and PCT Rule 17.1(b) cannot be relied upon. If you
are going to claim priority of an earlier-filed national
application in an international application, and are able to
make use of the DAS system (see below for further
information on eligibility), you can simply request the
International Bureau (IB) to retrieve a copy of that earlier
application from DAS, provided that the certified copy of
the earlier application (priority document) has been made
available in DAS (PCT Rule 17.1(b-bis)).

It is important to note that, in order for you to make your
earlier application available as a priority document under
DAS, the Office with which you are filing it (known as the
Office of First Filing (OFF)) must be a “depositing Office”
under DAS.

The Offices of the following countries are currently
depositing Offices for national or regional applications, as
the case may be, and PCT applications filed with them in
their capacity as PCT receiving Office: Australia, Brazil,
Chile, China, Denmark, Finland, Georgia, India, Israel,
Morocco, the Netherlands, Spain and Sweden, as well as
the following regional Offices: the Eurasian Patent Office
and the European Patent Office; the IB is a depositing

Q HEAOENFHFTICENGTFHELAIRHT 5 F
EThY., UEZHEZFROEBRHBEOELEESE
ELTDAS R L CHIARIBEEICLI-WEE R T
WEzT, 25T 5701213, UZXEHEEFBEAEE
TE5LBATNICERNBETAABEKRT 2LELNH S D
TL&ID?HLZESTHNIE, EDKSICHEKT
EHDOTLLEOID?

A:DAS I, HY—ERDITRTOSINFEDETE
TEEHOE L. EANICRAESIN-EFNAEZEED
Y ey R LEd, £7 DAS X, PCT A
17.1 IRV PCT ICED WV, BRITHDEHPE
FICEOW, BRESHICBI2EH%2RET S
tw®%<®% ICETBERHLARETT, DAS
DfERIE. PCT HEAOHBENMREINI-D &
HUE?‘M%&éﬂfﬁbf Pdﬁ%lﬂl@
MEALABEWSEIC, FICERTY, BERHEEIC
WTHl h&éﬂtlﬁ&ﬁ@@%%%f%?é%
ET. DASHERATE 255 (EEMHEICET 254
AT %#SR) (ZIE, oD HBEDRER (BLiE
£%8) »' DAS CTHIBRIBEICH > TW 3 (PCT #48I
171(b D 2) T & &=F&HE LT, Bl DASH L
SOHBEOEARZRET 5L 5. BEEER (1B)
ICERTBZENTEET,

FDOHBERBAEEZE L LT DAS THIARBEL T
37=%I21x, HFEFKDET (Office of First Filling
(RO HEEEET) (OFF) L MEIEN Z) ', DAS ICE
DT THHIREDOH S RICTEBELES
(A

ROEDBETIIRE. HEICLY., ERHBEZZIE
LEHEORETFTH Y. £/-PCTZEETLL
TOZNOLDOETICH L TIRHE S 7= PCT HEED
BHtTFcHbHYVET, =X bF VT TV,
FU, RE, TrI—0, JavIvE Ya—-
CAVEAXZIN ERAYA, IR, X
&4‘\171—?7 BLOROLEFEEF., 21—
TR S X OCBRINEFEF T, £7- 1B IE.

7


https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r17.html#_17_1
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r17.html#_17_1_b
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r17.html#_17_1_b-bis

PCT NEWSLETTER | Practical Advice Collection

Office for PCT applications filed with it in its capacity as
receiving Office.

The Offices of the following countries are currently
depositing Offices for national applications only: Estonia,
Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, the United
Kingdom and the United States of America.

Other Offices are at various stages of preparation to join
the DAS system and are expected to join in the future.

There are two main steps that you must take in order to
arrange for the priority document to be made available in
DAS to the IB:

1. Request the OFF to deposit a copy of the earlier
application in DAS.

2. When you later file your international application,
request the IB to retrieve the priority document
from DAS.

This Practical Advice will concentrate on the first stage —
requesting the OFF to make the priority document
available in the DAS system. The second stage will be
explained in more detail in the Practical Advice published
in the next issue of the PCT Newsletter.

Some DAS depositing Offices will allow any patent
application filed at their Office to be entered into the
system, while other Offices offer the service only for a
limited range of applications, for example, for those which
have been filed in electronic form. The relevant scope for
each participating Office is outlined in each Office's
notification on WIPQO’s DAS website at:

www.wipo.int/das/en/participating_offices/

The exact means of requesting the OFF to deposit a copy
of the earlier application to the DAS digital library will also
depend on the requirements of the OFF concerned, for
example some Offices require the applicant to complete a
special form for this purpose. Many Offices have provided
information on their particular requirements on their
websites, and information on each Office’s requirements,
where available, can also be found on the
above-mentioned WIPO website. Where the Office
concerned has provided the IB with the relevant link to
their website, that link is published in the corresponding
part of Annex B1 of the PCT Applicant’'s Guide.
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As far as the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) is concerned, applicants should be aware that
applications filed with the USPTO, which acts as a DAS
depositing Office, will systematically be made available in
DAS and will therefore be accessible to participating
Offices where the application contains written authority
granting such access. Note that the USPTO’s Application
Data Sheet (ADS) form (PTO/AIA/14) includes a section
which authorizes access to a copy of the application
as-filed by participating Offices unless the applicant
specifically opts out of such authorization.

After you have requested the OFF to make the priority
document available in DAS (where necessary), the OFF
will prepare an electronic copy of the priority document
and register it with DAS. You will receive an access code
from either the IB or the OFF. Alternatively, a code that
was given to you as part of the application process will
become available for use as an access code. For
example:

e inthe case of an earlier application filed with the
European Patent Office (EPO), if the applicant
files via Online Filing (EOLF) or new online filing
(CMS), the EPO will automatically generate a
DAS access code and add it to the
acknowledgement of receipt issued for the
request for grant of a European patent or for the
PCT request form, in the case of an international
application; otherwise, the code will be sent
automatically in a separate notification (further
information is available at: www.epo.org/law-
practice/legal-texts/official-
journal/2019/03/a27.html).

e inthe case of an earlier application filed with the
Japan Patent Office (JPO) via JPO PAS, the
priority document will automatically be registered
in DAS, and the access code will be indicated on
the online filing receipt; otherwise, for paper filings
the applicant should send a written request to the
JPO to issue the DAS access code (further
information is available
at: www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shutugan/yuse
n-epdx/e_das_first.html);

e inthe case of an earlier application filed with the
USPTO, the confirmation number indicated on the
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original filing receipt and electronic
acknowledgement receipt will become available
for use as an access code (further information is
available at: www.uspto.gov/patents-getting-
started/international-protection/electronic-priority-
document-exchange-pdx).

The access code will enable you to request the Office of
Second Filing, with which you file an application claiming
priority of the earlier application, to retrieve a copy of the
priority document.

Note that, in the case of a PCT application that claims the
priority of an earlier filed PCT application, the DAS route
can be used to retrieve a copy of the priority document,
provided that the Office that acted as receiving Office for
the earlier application makes international applications
available to the DAS system. Even though, in this
situation, the IB is already in possession of the earlier filed
PCT application, it is still necessary to request its
transmission in a manner equivalent to a national
application before the priority document requirements can
be considered to have been met.

If the IB as receiving Office (RO/IB) is the OFF and the
application is prepared using ePCT-Filing, the best
practice is to check the box: “The receiving Office is
requested to make this international application available
to the Priority Document Access Service (DAS)”. To
make such a request after filing, you can select in ePCT
the Action “Make international application available to
DAS". ltis also possible to request RO/IB to register an
application into DAS by means of a letter, preferably
uploaded via ePCT. Once the earlier application has
been registered, RO/IB will send to the applicant a unique
access code via Form PCT/RO/132.

For further information on using DAS with the PCT, please
refer to the information published at:

www.wipo.int/das/en/pdf/pct_and_das.pdf

Please be aware that you should not use DAS in the
following situations:

o if the OFF is not a DAS patrticipating Office, or

e if there is a limitation at the OFF excluding your
application from the service (for example, if the
OFF requires that the application be filed in
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electronic form and your application was not filed

in electronic form).

If you are filing your international application at the
receiving Office where the earlier application was filed
(whether as an earlier national or international
application), you may prefer to simply request the
receiving Office to prepare and transmit a copy of the
earlier application in the “conventional” way under PCT
Rule 17.1(b).

Further information on providing priority documents
through DAS will be published in PCT Newsletter
No. 12/2019.
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PCT NEWSLETTER NO.10/2019

SUBMITTING DECLARATIONS UNDER PCT RULE 4.17 USING EPCT, AND OBTAINING THE
SIGNATURES OF THE INVENTORS FOR THE DECLARATION OF INVENTORSHIP

EPCT #FMBL7- PCTHRA 417 ICEDCHITHIRHE ., KBPETHIEDHILTDI-HDFKBPED

BEHDHIF

Q: Five inventors are going to be included in an
international application that | am going to file shortly and,
to simplify the national phase procedure in the United
States of America, | would like to submit a declaration of
inventorship in respect of all the inventors during the
international phase. Now that the competent PCT
receiving Office accepts ePCT-Filings, | would like to file
the international application using ePCT-Filing, and have
seen that there is an ePCT “Action” for submitting
declarations. If | use this Action, how do | submit the
inventors’ signatures?

A: As you mentioned, ePCT contains an Action entitled
“Declarations under Rule 4.17” which allows you to
prepare any of the declarations under PCT Rule 4.17, and
submit them to the International Bureau (IB) after filing
(provided that you have either eOwner or eEditor access
rights to the international application). Alternatively, when
you use ePCT-Filing, it is also possible to prepare and
submit the declarations with the international application
at the time of filing, bearing in mind however that the
sheets containing declarations are included in the
Request Form (RO/101) and therefore might result in
additional page fees if your application already contains at
least 30 sheets.

Aside from the page fee consideration, the process to
prepare and submit declarations using ePCT is equally as
efficient, regardless of whether you do this at the time of
filing or after filing. This is because the standardized
wording for the declarations is always generated
automatically in the correct language (meaning that you
should not receive any invitation to correct for reasons of
incorrect wording of the declaration itself), and any
relevant bibliographic data available in ePCT (such as, in
the case of the declaration of inventorship, the names and
addresses of the inventors) will be automatically included
in the declaration without any need for retyping (which
could result in typographical errors).
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Although at the time of filing it is possible to choose to
attach declarations that were already prepared outside of
the system and attach them in PDF format, it is strongly
recommended to use ePCT to actually prepare the
declarations so as to benefit from the automation
mentioned above, as well as the validations that are
available.

As far as the signature of the declaration of inventorship
under PCT Rule 4.17(iv) is concerned (this is the only
declaration under PCT Rule 4.17 that requires a sighature
and ePCT validates that it is signed before submission), it
is possible to obtain the signatures of the inventors by
using the “external signature” function in ePCT. This
feature allows an inventor to review and sign the draft
declaration held in ePCT in electronic form without
requiring access to the system— only an e-mail address is
required. You simply select the name of each inventor
from the dropdown list of inventors’ names and select
“external signature” in order to send a signature request
by e-mail to the e-mail address indicated for that inventor
in the bibliographic data (note that, if required, you can
add an e-mail address if not already present in the
system, or you can edit the existing e-mail address so that
the external signature request is sent to a different e-mail
address, for example the inventor’s personal e-mail
address).

The external signature request sent by e-mail includes a
unique document identifier code and a link to a dedicated
web page where the recipient can type in a text string
signature. The actual document requiring signature must
be made available to the inventor by alternative means
outside of the system, for example, by sending it by
separate e-mail or saving it to a shared drive or patent
management system. The draft document as downloaded
for signature from ePCT is marked with the same unique
document identifier code so that the external signatory
can accurately match the signature request received by e-
mail to the documents requiring signature. Furthermore,
before signing the declaration of inventorship, the inventor
should have reviewed the contents of the application
(including the claims) to which the declaration relates.

When the inventor has signed the declaration, you will be
notified of this by e-mail so that you can preview the
signed document and submit the Action to the IB. After
submission, you will be redirected automatically to the
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“Documents” section of the international application where
you will see the submitted declaration pending processing
by the IB.

The PCT eServices Help page contains useful information
about the external signature function in general at:

www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.htmI?N=992

For information on how to submit declarations under PCT
Rule 4.17 using PCT-SAFE, please refer to the “Practical
Advice” in PCT Newsletter No. 03/2014 at:

www.wipo.int/edocs/pctndocs/en/2014/pct_news_2014 0
3.pdf

General information on the filing of declarations under
PCT Rule 4.17 is available in the PCT Applicant’s Guide,
paragraphs 5.074 to 5.083A, and 6.045 to 6.050 at:

www.wipo.int/pct/en/guide/index.html
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PCT NEWSLETTER NO.09/2019

COMPETENT INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AND PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES

EREERRAEEBS L OEBRTFHEEHES

Q: I recently filed an international application with the
International Bureau as receiving Office on behalf of an
applicant who is a national and resident of Switzerland. |
have just requested the addition of a second applicant to the
application under PCT Rule 92bis. This co-applicant is
resident in Switzerland but is a national of the Russian
Federation. Upon filing, the only International Searching
Authority that was competent to act as such was the
European Patent Office. Since the new applicant is a national
of the Russian Federation, is it possible to request the
Federal Service for Intellectual Property (Rospatent)
(Russian Federation) to carry out the international search if
the international search has not yet started at the European
Patent Office?

A: Itis recalled that where an international application is filed
with the International Bureau as receiving Office (RO/IB), the
competent International Searching Authority (ISA) (or
Authorities, as the case may be) is/are, in accordance with
PCT Rule 35.3, that (or those) which would have been
competent if the international application had been filed with
the national Office of, or acting for, a Contracting State of
which the applicant is a resident or national. As you know, in
your case, as the applicant at the time of filing the
international application was a sole applicant who is a
national and resident of Switzerland, the competent receiving
Offices for the application are, in addition to the RO/IB, the
Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property or the
European Patent Office (EPO), and the competent ISA is
therefore the EPO. (For information on competent ISAs,
please refer to the PCT Applicant’s Guide, Annex C in
respect of the receiving Office concerned.)

Usually, one advantage of filing an international application
with RO/IB is that, if the State of residence of the applicant is
different from his/her State of nationality, or if there are two or
more applicants who are residents and/or nationals of
different States, this may, on the basis of PCT Rule s 35.3
and 59.1(b), result in a wider choice of ISAs and IPEAs than
would be the case when filing with a competent national or
regional patent Office as receiving Office. In your case, if
both applicants had been included in the international
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application upon filing, you would have had the choice of the
EPO or Rospatent, based on the applicants’ Swiss and
Russian nationalities, respectively. However, as the Russian
applicant was added after the application was filed, it is not
possible to subsequently request Rospatent to carry out the
international search (even if the search has not yet started)
as it is the situation at the time of filing the international
application that is taken into account when determining the
competent ISA.

It is recalled that, where the international application is filed
with RO/IB, the competent International Preliminary
Examining Authority (IPEA) (or Authorities) is/are, according
to PCT Rule 59.1(b), also that (or those) which would have
been competent if the international application had been filed
with the national Office of, or acting for, a Contracting State
of which the applicant is a resident or national. If you are
considering filing a demand for international preliminary
examination in respect of the international application, please
note that, even though the second applicant was added to
the application presumably before the demand is filed, the
only competent IPEA would be the EPO for it is also the
situation at the time of filing the international application that
is taken into account when determining the competent IPEA.

If you would still like to have a search carried out by
Rospatent (for example, if you wish to have a search carried
out on documentation in Russian) you can also, in
accordance with PCT Rule 45bis.1, request a supplementary
international search (SIS) of the international application by
Rospatent. The SIS would be in addition to the main
international search by the EPO and would incur extra fees.
The authority specified for SIS (SISA) would issue a
supplementary international search report3, but would not
issue a written opinion. Any applicant is entitled to request
SIS with any of the Offices that offer this service4 (other than
the Office that performed the initial international search),
regardless of the Office with which the international
application was filed, at any time prior to the expiration of 22
months from the priority date. Requests for SIS should be
made using Form PCT/IB/375, which is available at:
www.wipo.int/pct/en/forms/index.html and can also be
uploaded in ePCT using the corresponding Upload
Documents Action. Further information on SIS is available in
the PCT Applicant’s Guide, Introduction to the International
Phase, Chapter 8 at:

www.wipo.int/pct/guide/en/gdvol1l/pdf/gdvoll.pdf
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Q: I just filed an international application with the
International Bureau as receiving Office using ePCT-
Filing, and realized after submitting the application that |
had forgotten to include the drawings in the submission. Is
it possible, during the same day on which | filed the other
elements of the international application, to add the
drawings to the application, or do | have to re-file the
complete application? | would like to make sure that | will
be accorded today’s date as the international filing date.

A: If you wish to be accorded today's date as the
international filing date, it is important to file the drawings
on the same day as the rest of the application. It is
recalled that if missing drawings are filed after the day on
which the requirements under PCT Article 11 have been
met, that later date would be considered by the receiving
Office as the international filing date (PCT Article 14(2))’.

Fortunately you appear to have noticed on the same day
that the drawings were missing from the initial filing. When
filing an international application with the International
Bureau as receiving Office (RO/IB) using ePCT-Filing, you
can rectify the situation on the same day by using a
dedicated function in ePCT. Note that, although this
“Practical Advice” assumes that the international
application has been filed with the RO/IB, it may also be

Q:ePCT HEZMA L TREET L L TOEKESE
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ME%EMT 2 EEREETLL I M. ZNEDH
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HEICLEVLWDTT A,
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7 The time limit for furnishing missing drawings is two months from the date on which the rest of the papers constituting the international

application were first received by the receiving Office (PCT Rule 20.7). If the missing drawings are furnished within that time limit, the date of

their receipt becomes the international filing date, unless the applicant is able to confirm in accordance with Rule 20.6 that the missing part

concerned was incorporated by reference under PCT Rule 4.18 (see last paragraph of this 